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y obſerve the wonder viſible in 

the good woman of the houſe, 
as is they paſſed by her, on ſeeing thoſe 
two ladies in the place of her two gen- 
tlemen ; — but Amanda ſtepped aſide, 
and kindly ſlipped a piece of gold into. 
her hand; and, ſmiling, told her, her 
kinſmen would have no more occaſion 
for her lodgings, as ſhe had now pre- 
vailed on them, to take up one with 
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ber, for the xemainder of their ſtay in 


r would now be but 
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Fidelio met them at his gate; where 

he Was waiting, with. his uſual pleaſure 
impatience, to receive, his loved 

1 . But he found his joy aug- 


mented, in fr bebe of by mor HORS 


gueſts. | 


wa, 


Mad! 


T hey 1 were no ſooner ſeared, khan he 
aſked his ſpouſe, what ſhe had dane with 
Bellmont For, he could aſſure her, his 
company would have ED: no leſs agree- 
able than theirs. 1 


0 Florello readily (as for bimſell) avow- 
ed the ſame; and ſaid, it was unkind in 
_ if he could any way have diſ-en- 


paged himfelf, to leave his joy imper- 
ect. 


Telling Fidelio, that he was more 


indebted to that * ie he Mi 
ever * Pay, BOOT: 


Fidelio, that it was — ſecret 1 ere 
ee Was Ad 
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ed, tat ſuldden buſineſs had indeed oc: 


calloned his departure; but that he had 
aſſured her, when he went, of this, That 


nothing ſhould deprive him of being 


preſent om A terrain day, (ſhe would nor 
mention) whenever it came and addin! 
he might cotichude, ſomeching of no ſmall 
conſequente had called hit! Jo abruptly : 
and, as he left him (he Knew) fo ſoon 
to fall into the ableſt hands, his preſenee 
could, he ſaid, be better ſpared. | 
» Dinter was Gen brought in, (xt which 
chere followed 2 variety of general to- 
picks foreign to our preſent Wrede and 
particular congratulations negdleſs to re- 
late) which being ended, it was mutually 


agreed, that they ſhould all fer out next 
Gay for London, with Almira. ; 


But Florello would not be batte 
till he had prevailed on her, with Fidelio 


-and Amanda, to accompany him home 


fo tea; that he might in ce her as 


the miftreſs of his health, and empreſs 


of his wifhes K to a father, "whoſe happi- 
nefs, he knew, ſo much depended upon 
his,—char he had only kept this ſecret 
32 (of 
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(of his: deſpairing paſſion for Almira), 
from him, he ſaid, while he was void, 
f hope; "for fear of making him a 
arer in, his ſufferings, — But that his 
mother's turn of temper. (as his two good 
friends, there, knew) needed not ſuch 
fort of care, could ſhe have known it 
ſingly ; tho“ there, indeed, was ſome- 
thing in her diſpoſition that repulſed his 
confidence: nor did ſhe ever chooſe to 
ſhew ſo great a ſhare of the parental, 


tenderneſs, as ſhe might, notwithſtand- 


probably, have for him. But let 
aft melancholy ng ſubſide, in ſenſs 
of our preſent bliſs continued he; and 
let me now attend you. 
” Almira and Amanda would gladly 
fade been excuſed making this viſit ;— 
giving for their reaſon, that as their 
journey was ſo near, they had no time 
n . N 


Florello beg a not to exclude 


bim from their company; as he intend- 


ed to be ready likewiſe, to attend them 


in that j Journey. 55 * 
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But, 
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But, as Cleone promiſed to nake their 
objections eaſy, it ſhe might be excuſed. 
1 accompanying them, that afternoon; 
Z - adding, that ſhe would ſee alf örders 
15 executed, they ſhould think neceſſary, 
in their abſence, if ſne might be favour- 
ed with their particular commands. 
Amanda thankfully complied to it; and 
ſhe, Fidelio, and Florello, drove di- 
rectly to the houſe of Bell more. . 


J He, when they alighted, was gag 
in the parlour, into which Florello le 
Almira only (his other friends remain- 


3: ing in another room) and ſo attentively, 
S that till his ſon's known voice accoſted 
7 him, as follows, he ſaw not who was 
E near him. 


Permit me, my dear fir, cry*d he, in 


this fair lady, to preſent to you the moſt 
4 ineſtimable jewel heaven or fortune ever 
1 yet beſtowed ! one who was found, and 


loſt | yet now is ſent again to bid me 
{till live on; to praiſe, and bleſs in you, 
the beſt of parents! who firſt gave that 
lite, which the, and only ſhe, has kindly 

3 now 
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now preſerved; when, for her only, it 
was almoſt loſt. Receive her as my 
bride ; tho I have yet no right of law; 
indeed, to call her ſuch ; but there re- 
mains now only your conibnt, to crown 


of titje e bappy en 5 Hirt 


1 that ho all, my hs (ery'd Bel 
more, raiſing him with tender eager 
haſte, who Tseled upon one knee be- 
fore him) bo happy to your utmoſt wiſh, 
my child! Then turning to Almira, 
as Florello held her hand, he took the 
other, and bowing to her with a grace- 
ful ſmile, of happy ſatisfaction, ſaid, 


And is it to this heavenly form, I owe. 


the preſervation of my boy ! Well, ma- 
dam, I will not grudge to be indebted 
for ſo high an obligation, to one, whoſe 
face ſeems quite expreſſive of ſuch good- 
neſs ; and may heaven for ever bleſs you 
for it! and may he live to recompence 


your merit. For ſuch, as is not often 


met with; I am certain you muſt be the 
miſtreſs of, or elſe Florello's happineſs 
could not depend on your And Tre. 


quire to knew ne mth. wiſt-there 


_ ——_— "_ ito prove, how 
much 
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much I think-myſelf obliged and happy, 
in being allied to _ Vieruous: exceh- 
lence !io ANN o. pri | Oct) 
19513 100 £0 id 4 

Ne then deſired 3 on 
firſt embraced them both, and placed 
his ſon next to her, looking with plea- 
ſure on him: and then, crying to her, 
Why, madam, you have almoſt wrought 
a miracle! Twas you, Pm certain, ſent 
to us this proſperous phyſician, whom 


we laſt conſulted, or he was one of your 


good angels, for he e 1 dies ; 
lings with bim! 


But now, the overioy'd Flarelle, tells 


1ng him his friends, Fidelio and Amanda, 


were in the next room, he ran o meet 
them with the ſpeed of youth ; ſo great- 
ly had his fan's amended ſtare of health 
and mind 1 him. 


Ebe:grod old 8 fend gil 
much more delighted, wheri he found 
Amanda was her friend; (he having al- 
ways conceived the higheſt opinion of 


that lady's judgment) and when he had 


ated them, and welcom'd them obli- 
; BE 4 - Singly, 
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gingly, he went to inform his ſpouſe 
Bellona, of all that had ſo pleaſingly 
affected him. But by the melancholy 
viſible in him on his return, it gave all 
1 who were preſent reaſon to believe, there 
had been words between them, not the 
| moſt agreeable to him; thothe had the 
i politeneſs to endeavour to conceal that 
truth (a delicacy, that is not always to 
be ſeen, on ſuch occaſions, in the mar- 
"ried ſtate) he made the beſt apology he 
could, for her not giving them her 
company; and pleaded an indiſpoſition 
(that was only, in reality, ſeated in her 
pong d . 


+ However; Amanda was no ſtranger 
to her; nor was Almira, to her cha- 
racter: and Bellmore's converſation and 
behaviour amply atoning for the want 
of hers, they ſpent their viſit to the mu- 

tual ſatisfaction. of all parties preſent 
but were obliged to make it ſhorter than 
Florello wiſned they would, by reaſon 
they intended to ſet out —_— the next 

morning. S , 2STTITES! 8 4 
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Fidelio begged Florello curls to 


— of a place in his coach, as he in- 


ſiſted be ſhould be his . during his 
11 0 in 8 | 


. Bellmbre, cha kad A been hd 


by his ſon of their intended tour) re- 
turn'd his civileſt acknowledgments for 


his obliging offer; adding, that he could 


then reſt Eeisfied. as he ſhould know) 


his dear Florello r want no ſort of 
care, that might be neceſſary, in his 


much weaken'd itate of health. Tho, 


who would think, my friends, (conti- 
nued he) that he had been ſo bad, as 
he indeed has been, to ſee him now? 
He only looks, methinks, ſomewhat 
genteeler, as well as fairer, for it. 


O madam (turning towards Almira) 
who, to look on you, would think you 


were ſo dangerous a lady ! ſince ſweet- 
neſs and humanity, not cruelty, is moſt 
apparently your diſpoſition; or you have 


eyes, and features, that conſpire to be 


the moſt deceitful |! 


Flcrello's 
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ien 8. 90 danced, to his eyes at 

his 3 fir 297 5 ing towards her, with a 
look inſpired with triumphant love; _ 
then upon his. er with the declining 
15 beams © r Sratitude But 

en, they! parted for that, night. ; 

> {fie wort noo! 

* His reſtleſs lids,” howeve „were read} 
(vos) yl, 6: 15 wich the next morn- 
1088 dawn; and h e WAS AL, Fidelio's be- 
fore one 0 | them were pokes except the 
ſervants only. But as Amanda told him, 
w en ſhe. came down, love gives the 
Wjftelt wings. to all the, hopes, fears, 
feet, and. imaginations, of its faithful 
votaries f And he had walk'd, part of 
the bel Ba ba leaning.) an Ls er 
f | 
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ſervantlikewile rode, and F loreno' 8 a 
#trendedt em ehind the co 1 
£5 JE ENCA CN { 227171 
The Birte of the da TY lied i J 
mile theit journey more delightful, 11 
having got to London early in the -4 
ternoon, they all alighted at Fidel 
houſe; and rhete drank ted: And th a, 
Florello would have waited on Almira 
to her aunt, but ſhe replied, ſhe thought. 
it would be bone: proper for her to ſec 
ber firſt alone; therefore ſhe Went ſoon 2 
after home, leaving them a promiſe, that. 
ſhe would return to ſupper. And Flo- 
rello earneſtly, tho* modeſtly, aſſerted. 
that while her virtues prompted her to 
pay ſo charitable a regard to the defects 
and miſeries of others, he muſt inſiſt 
upon her taking the due care of inno- 
cence and excellence! And therefore ſhe . 
mult pardon” him, if he uſed his beſt A | 
endeavours to oppoſe her being too much — 
there; without rmitting either him- 
ſelf, or thoſe obliging friends, to BD 
her” eoinpably. | 
OY THO Totten 1100 tity 
However: the woutd" FO faſt on 
one of thet, "beſides Clone,” to attend 


her; 
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* 3 Abt 1 did not let her go up, to 
ſee Crudelia, at the firſt interview.) 
Admira N her in beq; and bathed in 
17 7 Which, ſhe was told, moſt dread- 

agonięs had juſt, preceded ;. ariſing 
not from (PUN alone, af Pos . 10 
** Kea n 


The SORES ſhe b eld Kimira at 
her bedſide, ſne made a motion, that 
her nurſe and maid ſhould leave the 
room. Then, looking upon her, with 
eyes at once beſceching pity and for- 
giveneſs, thro? a ghaſtly glare of hor- 
ror, ſhe try'd to raiſe berſelt from off her 
illow, to embrace her; crying at the 
ame time, And can you, my dear 
neice, forgive me, I never can myſelf! 
Jou do, I find you do, or elſe I had 
not been ſo bleſt ro ſee you! yet, I am 
Jure you cannot | | 


Almira begged her to compoſe her- 
ſelf, and think no more on, what was 
paſt than might conduce to make her 
mind more eaſy ;. and that her only 
motive for deſiring further, or at all, 
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to name it was, that | It might effect that 
Happy end. 


My deareſt Mira 0 this Criidelia 
wildly, ſhatching and graſping hard her 
hand in hers). that is impoſſible 3 your 
goodneſs caſts a blacker dye on all my 
guilt, and unjuſt uſage of you: I ſhall, 
I fear, be irrecoverably loſt! O! let me 


* o o 


have your IE as well” as generous 


| She then Bets upon the ſubject of 
the letter, and diſcovered to Almira What 
has been here before related, concerning 
the particular place and time ſhe wrote 
it in, &c. confeſſing (with a ſhower of 
repentant tears) her Tnothy e for ſo doings 
her view of iereſt in marrying her tg. 
her ſon; and many more particular ant 
general confeſſions of repentance. Ad- 
ding, with a heart-rending ſigh, I feel 
too late my error! heaven grant my 
child may not, hereafter, likewiſe feel 
its puniſhment! T have fülfilled, in no- 
thing per, rhe jaſt requ*it of thy dear 
falle; and the beſt of brothers hc was 
to me f Let nie, while this ſmall time 
a remains, 
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her k (but 10 did not let her go up ts 
ſce Crudelia, at the firit interview.) 
Amira found, her in beg and bathed in 
WY 3 Which, ſhe was told, malt dread- 
al. agonięs had juſt preceded 3 ariſing 
not from Pan, alone, 4 ente ut: vile 
10 Aa, 

The moment ſhe Toheid Almira at 

her bedſide, ſhe made a motion, that 
her nurſe and maid ſhould leave the 
room. Then, looking upon her, with 
eyes at once beſceching pity and for- 
giveneſs, thro* a ghaſtly glare of hor- 
ror, ſhe try'd to raiſe berſelk from off her 
illow, to embrace her; crying at the 
ame time, And can you, my dear 

neice, forgive me, I never can mylelf ! 
ou do, I find you do, or elſe I had 
not been ſo bleſt ro ſee you! yet, I am 
ſure you cannot |! 


 Almira begged her to compoſe her- 
ſelf, and think no more on, what was 
pait than might conduce to make her 
mind mare ealy ; and that her only 
Motive for deſiring further, or at all, 
— 28 
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to name it was, that! it might effect that 
happy end. 5 
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My deareſt Mira Trethided Crudelia 
wildly, ſnatching and graſping hard her 
hand in hers) chat is impoſſible ; your 
goodneſs caſts a blacker dye on all my 
guilt, and unjuſt uſage of you: I ſhall, 
I fear, be irrecoverably loſt! O] let me 
have your. prayets, as well” as generous 
pardon. ; 

She chin Waben upon his - fubje& of 
the letter, and diſcovered to Almira What 
has been here before related, concerning 
the particular place and time ſhe wrote 
it in, &c. Wen (with a hower of 
repentant tears) ler > OM e for ſo doings 
her view of tntereit in marrying her to. 
her ſon; and many more particular and 
general confeſſions of repentance. Ad- 
ding, with a heart-rending ſigh, I feel 
too late my error! heaven grant my 
child may not, hereafter, like wiſe feel 
its puniſhment! T have fülfilled, in no- 
thing Jer, rhe laſt requeit'of thy dear 
fallen * and the beſt of brothers he 2 was 
to me Let nie, While this ſmall time 
. remains, 
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remains, make baſte to do it. Then, 
pointing e deter on the table by her 
bed- ſide, ſhe bid her take it into her care 
immediately; and then with difficulty, 
taking, the key , belonging to ãt out of 
her pocket (chat was beneath her pillow) 
The gaye it her, ſaying, In that, my 
6 Far, Ale all thoſe papers (of much con- 
ſequence) 1 which belotig to; you 3 and 


ſome, which, L have kept you (and not 


only you) much longer than 1 ought, 
a ſtranger to. But I have more to ſay 
concerning this, but cannot now. Alas! 
how baſe a thing is avarice ! and yet how 
juſtly does it turn its point to its own 
breaſt at laſt! J feel it all here! — 
beating her hand (hard clinch'd) with 
violence againſt her boſom. Which 
(added to the horrid look and manner) 
fo much ſtartled and affected Almira, 
that ſhe ſent forth ſo loud a ſhriek, that 
hoſe attendants. Who waited in another 
room, run in immediately, thinking their 
miſtreſs, was, expiring. They, perceiv- 
ing Al mira to be ſo much ſhocked (rho? 
ignorant, of the cauſe, as to the blow; 
only they ſaw her aunt in agonies, ſucß 
as they had ſeen her in before) begged 
14. er 


eee ALNMIR A 'r5 


her to quit the room, till ſhe was 11105 
compoſed 37 which ſhe conſt cht. 
1189 190. Oini 11 92161 150 bid ot OIL 0 
She found Flavillo Valting in the 
dining - room, gor her corn doe ah | 
Cleone, only, with him. Who, Havin, 
told him that his couſin was With His 
mother, habdaged he might have ſome 
little time to talk with her in private. 
Which, his dejected, and much” altered 
humble manner of requeſting (when he 
faw Almira) moved her to conſent to; 
tho not without ſome ſmall reluctance, 
from former recollections: and Cleone, 


going on purpoſe up to her apartment, 
_ began to 40s effect. 1 


He ** hier, he had oneirly Köbes 
her, in feveral reſpects, tho” his unhappy 
mother (he was ſorry to be obliged to 
ſay) was the firſt cauſe of his ſo doing. 
And then (intreating her to pardon him} 
diſcovered to her in what manner he had 
deceived Crudtlia, about the jewels, &c. 
which has been before related. Adding, 
that he had drawn himſelf into the lad 
neceſſity: of joining crime to crime (1 
ae 100. common) to ward off a diſ- 


ot pleaſure 
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pleaſure that he feared the conſequence 
of. But, that thole tears were now but. 
ſecondary with him; that he was mar- 


ried, ſome few days before): and had in- 


tended to have kept it intirely a ſecret to 
his mother ; 5 as it was ville to all, her 
time was now but very ſhort ; he having, 
but a little fortune with his wife, a cir- 
cumſtance, that he had cauſe to fear, 


would much offend her. But, tha: a 


ſtrange (tho' ſeemingly a trilling) acci- 
dent, had determined him, on alf events, 
to make his marriage known to her di- 
rectly; for he, in mort, from thinking 
himſelf one of the moſt happy men a- 
live, he was become the wretchedeſt ! 
and from fo fooliſh a foundation, as an 
idle dream, his wife had dreamed, the 
three ſucceeding nights after his wed:-- 
ding; which had impreſſed her mind fo 
ſtrongly, that now he found his hap- 
ineſs or miſery, as well as hers, .de- 
pended on his mother's knowing of it. 


Almira begged to hear the circum- 
ſtances ot ſo powerful a dream, that could 
have proved ſo fatal to their peace. 


Flavillo 
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Flavillo then began, and gave the 
following account ot it. . 
Upon aur wedding night, as ſoon as 
ſhe had cloſed her eyes to ſleep, a gen- 
tleman, whoſe form was quite unknown 
to her, came and drew open wide the 
curtains of her bed ; his fide, next to 
her, ſeemed much wounded ; and, with 
a look of grief and anger, heightening 
into fury, he looked ſome minutes ear- 
neſtly upon her; then, ſhaking ſolemn- 
ly his head, three times, his eyes burſt 
into tears of blood, which in a moment 
covered her! While, with a threatning 
attitude, and voice of horrid ſternneſs, 
he cry'd out aloud, *Tis ſo far well; 


take care, perſiſt, I charge thee ! meet 


not ever, or return thy huſband's love! 
nor (tomorrow) waſte one hour, till 


thou haſt ſeen his, and thy mother. 


The horror, ſhe has three nights 
waked in, cannot be reported, out of 
this horrid dream! tho* my Olinda, will 
have it only called a dreadful viſion! — 
And you, my deareſt couſin, are the 

Vol. II. G only 


only * who can, with proper 
prudence, break the ſtory of _ r- 
Pong: Me 90 „tim. 

She mill, I am nel eth you no- 
thing. from what I have lately heard. 
Nor will your tender heart, I am ſure, 
decline to beg for iber Mr and 
* 


Alniira told "TOW thas all APA wa 
power, in this affair, to ſerve. him, he 
might depend upon. Tho', added ſhe, 

perhaps you'll wonder to hear I am as 
ſuperſtitious as your ſpouſe; for I am 
much alarmed for you indeed, and ſhud- 


der at this dream. 


This news, alas, will come to her 1 in 
an unhappy time who ſeems ſcarce able 
to bear more, than ſhe at r ſuffers. 


F lavillo fohed, a, ” bun: that 
he knew 1t all ; yet, ſhe might bear it 
better than -they thought, perhaps, her 


made a great alteration in her way of 


thinking. 7 no bed Just 
u 


ſickneſs having (as he had been told) 
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I 

*Jaſt 1 dn came in - haſtily, 
and told Almira, ſhe muſt again attend 
her aunt, for ſhe had called inceſſantly 
upon her, ever ſince ſhe left the room, 
nor could her aden N 

1 „rio 12501157 107% lia 

Flavilo hearing that, actaiey NOTES 
his before-named requeſt ; crying, for 
heaven's ſake, madam, looſe no time in 
this; it may be precious now, ſne may 
not live till morning. 


Almira went directly to her; and 
Crudelia ſhewed the utmoſt joy and ſa- 
tisfaction, that her ſtrength allowed of, 
at the ſight of her. Again, ſhe bid her 
nurſe and maid retire, till call'd; and, 
in Mint whiſpers, pointed, that her niece 

Rd Tit down by her. 


1 had forgot, my dear, ſaid ſhe, to 


tell you, before I frighted you away juſt 
now, that I would -&e Florello : Where 
is he, have you ſeen him lately? Or, 
has my wicked ſcheme fallen heavy on 
him I am no ſtranger to the ſad ef- 
fect it had on you, while you refuſed 
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to ſee him ; and I overheard enough to 


be aſſured you loved him, and incended 
foon to make him yours. 


If he ſtill ſuffers for my cruel fault. 1 
cannot. reſt till you reſtore him to your 
favour ; for now I know, and likewiſe 
own, he beſt deſerves you. —How has 
partiality miſled me, O Flavillo ! hadſt 
thou been like him, I might have had 
leſs fin to anſwer for on thy account, 


Almira took that opportunity to ma- 
nage the unpleaſing taſk before her; 
ſhe therefore told her aunt, that ſhe had 
heard, indeed, Florello's life had been 
in danger, . his taking it ſo much 
to heart, that ſhe had, ſince that unhappy 
letter, broke off all intimacy with him; 
which ſhe had done, as thinking him 
unworthy. 


1 


But, if ſhe would oblige 1 — by a 


promiſe, of granting one requeſt of hers, 
the would engage to ſee, him ſoon, and 


make that ind to her, Lo e ERS * 
fected e T 7 
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0 „Crodelis, Githout once heſitating, 
promited it ; and faid, Thou canſt not 
aſk me any thing, I am ſure, but what 
] ought to grant: I have ever known 
thy virtues, tho? I have hitherto, alas, 


but ill rewarded them! Now, tell me 
rar it is * EY 


Tot milf return'd Almira, let me, 
madig bring my couſin Flavillo who 
is lately married) and his ite, to beg 
your bleſſing. 


They confeſs their fault, in the raſh 
ſtep they have taken, in not aſking your 
conſent : but unleſs you pardon him, and 
her, he will be loſt in wretchedneſs, thro? 
the remainder of his life. 


On hearing this ſhe ſtarted, and re- 
mained ſome moments ſilent and con- 
founded. Bur preſently caſting her eyes 
towards heaven, with unexpected reſig- 
nation, ſhe reply'd, Tis mighty well; 
at leaft; I Know tis juſt! may all my 
puniſhments be here !—O Mira! ſome- 
thing like this, I have indeed expected 

C3 from 
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from lim for a conſiderable time. He 
did, I 6wn;-one while deceideime gheat- 

hy. — Tes, HII fee them ; I mytelt, 
who ſtand in need ſo wuchs of _ 
dare 15 8 refuſe it others. Ill 50e 


Then (with a ſigh) eee 
has he ee tell me all, my dear, 


I am prepared to bear it:: is ſhe à per- 


ſon of either virtue, family, or fortune ? 


Allmira anſwered, that ſhe in truth 
had never ſeen her; nor yet knew her 
name, or other circumſtances; being 
but juſt then informed, of that ſhe had 
mentioned.—-But then, the doctor who 
attended her, entered the room ; and 
ſoftly told Almyza, before he went away, 
her aunt required only reſt; which he 


ſhould order ſomething to procure for 


her, if poſſible. And he begged ſhe 
might not be diſturbed by any perſon's 
talking too much with her; for her re- 
covery depended on compoſure. 


But, before Almira left her, ſhe ſaid, 
Tell that unhappy wretch of mine (my 
Howe" good _ that he may to mor- 
N row, 
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row, bring her to me. But tell him 
likewiſe,” that to your undeſerved good 
nature; he- muſt remember, he greatly 
owes my clemency, towards this worſt 
act of diſobedience in him. Nor will 1 
ſee them, if they come alone: you, my 
beſt child, ſhall come with them; I 


charge you do: for I have now no other 


comfort left me, but what the ſight of 
thee affords me. þ 


Flavillo waited for his couſin, with 


fearful apprehenſion on his features ; but 
was delighted to be told how ſoon he 


might expect a pardon, on which ſo 
much depended; and he almoſt flew 
home with joy, to tell his bride. 


Almira, and Cleone, haſtened to A- 
manda; where Crudelia, and her mi- 
ſeries, ſerved for the greateſt part of 
their diſcourſe that evening; her niece 
being ſo much affected by her, that ſhe 
could talk of nothing elſe. 


Florello told her, he defired he might 
have likewiſe leave to ſee her aunt to- 
morrow; to prove himſelf, if not fo 
an C 4 amiable 
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amiable a:chriſtian, /'agche frwiand on- 
ed ſhe. was 3: yet, one who could forgive 
an injury, (which there wert ſome of 
thoſe he knew could not.) Tho', ad- 
ded he, there is I think but half the 
merit in ſo doing, when the ſuffering is 
over: how I ſfiould have behaved,: while 
under it. 8 not ſay, as Lhad not 
that trial. 10151609 16 y 

Then L will anſwer fo Jia, —_ Fi- 
delio. like the pure gold you would have 
paſſed that trial too, or I am much mi- 


ſtkaken, and leis acquainted with you, 


man 1 really think I am. 
They parted quickly after ſupper; 


for the journey, tho' a ſmall one, had 
viſibly tatigued Florello. Yet, as Al- 
mira ordered a hackney coach (imagin- 
ing Fidelio's horſes muſt be tired, tho? 
both Amanda and her ſpouſe would 
have inſiſted on her having theirs) he 
would conduct her and Cleone home in 
it; when, ſeemingly, he ſtood much 
more in need of being led himſelf, than 
to attempt the leading of another; he 
Aue more, in fact, recovered ſpirits 

yet, 
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et, than ſtrength. He, when he left 
* ſaid; that the next morning early 


che ſhould viſit them. 


If O14 | 1 1000 bla | * "A ' 


But when Almira and Gieunt b we, 


and went down to breakfaſt, they found 
chere, firſt; Flavillo and his ſpouſe. He 


introduced her to his couſin, with the 
humility of conſcious obligation: but the 
dejected countenance of that young gen- 


tle woman, ill beſpoke the bride. 


She was not diſagreeable, nor was ſhe 
handſome; but had ſomething of a me- 
lancholy in her look, mingled with mi- 
ſery, which was expreſſive of the dream. 
To that alone Almira could attribute it. 


During their breakfaſt (of which they 
hardly could prevail on her to taſte) ſne 
could be ſeldom heard to anſwer any 
thing they ſaid occaſionally to her. A 
fearful kind of tremor, ſeemed to have 
ſuddenly ſeized on her nerves, ſo ſtrong- 
ly, that it ſhook her frame like a ſtrong 
ague; which her ſpouſe perceiving, be 
Jumped up, and turning towards his 


OY cried, wich a figh, recovered by a 


hem, 
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hem, Methinks I wiſh this over ; come, 


madam, ſhall we wait upon you now? 


Almira then deſired Cleone, t to go 
and ſee if ſhe was ſtirring; and, if ſhe 


was, to give her notice of their coming. 


And ſhe, reſently returning, t told them, 


Crudelia then expected them ; ; and like- 


wiſe ſeemed to have had a better night 


than uſual, by her voice, anc | What the 


nurſe had told her. 


On bearing hits” they all (except 
Cleone ) haſtened to her apartment; — 
Almira leading them the way; and ſhe 
was, of the three, the moſt compoſed in- 
deed, tho' not intirely ſo; but her con- 
cern was only charitable ſorrow, unac- 
0 by fear or guilt. 


It will not be i improper here, to men- 


| tion, that Flavillo had not ſeen his mo- 
ther for ſome time before; ;—ſhe having 


ſharply reprimanded him, on finding 
plainly, that he muſt have deceived her, 


on his couſin's account : which quarrel 


being, over; heard by y, one o of the maid- 
ſervants, The had told it t o Cleone. 5 
| Almira 
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Almira went t to her bedſide, and fig- 
nified to her, that ſhe had obe eyed her 
orders ; adding, Here ar: my couſins, 
madam, come to pay their duty to zu. 


Crudelia tha gave order, that- the 
ſervants ſhould withdraw themſelves 
and next, deſired her neice to pul! open 
ber curtains: when they boch immeui- 
ately approached her bed, and kneeled. 


She, ſeeing her daughter moſt in tears, 
then turned her eyes upon her fon, wad 
cried, *Tis you, my lon, alone ſhouid 
weep ! a ſtranger could not ſo much in- 
jure me, who owed me no obedience. 
But I forgive you. Riſe! and may ye 
both be happier than your mother. 


She then (deſiring Almira's help) roſe 
up a little, to ſalute them with mater- 
nal renderneſs; —kindly reaching out her 
hand to bring them nearer to her. And 
Juſt then the ſun pointed fo ſtrongly on 

them, from the window, and on the bed, 
that Almira, ſeeing her eyes ſome mo- 
ments e fixed upof her daughter, 
( and 
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(and then her head averted/in a frighted 
manner, ſuddenly ſtarring baclæ / thought 
It was che exceſs of light affected her. 
But, in an inſtant again, ſhe turned, 
and looked more earneſtly; ; then ſtarred 
into horrid: ſcreams ! and fell ena in- 
to convulfions. | 710% by 

45 1 {} 

All were aſtoniſhed; ab chi wocking 
Baden change! and —— fo, as ſhe 
appeared, but juſt before, ſo well to 
boar this trial. But concluded, it had 

prov: d too powerful for her n weak 
as ſhe then was. 


However, it was not long before ſhe 
ſeemed recovering from her fit; and 
Qlinda, having her hand in hers, was 
hanging over her with much immotion, 
when Crudelia's eyes ſuddenly opened 
upon hers, and inſtantly ſhe ſnatch'd her 
hand away from her, with violence that 
ſhook the bed: and, caſting upward her 
two ghaſtly beams, with both her hands 
which were wrung hard together, ſhe 
cried out, O] heaven! O] horror! hor- 
ror ! Death have mercy on mel murder 
not my everlaſting ſoul! O ſpare me 
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fave me! ſave me now! for this de- 
ſtroys too faſt for mortal patience !' Fer 
let me look once more, and hope that 1 
may be miſtaken: near n. 19 


She theb looked edfaitly' havin upon 
her; and, with haſty trembling fingers, 
(riſing ſofcly from her pillow) tore aſide 
Olinda's handkerchiet z and, * bending 
down her head cloſe to her breaſt, ſeem'd 
looking on a mole, which then appeared 
upon her boſom of an unuſual ſize, with 
an attentive examination. Then, in the 
ſame minute, ſhe puſhed her with great 
fury from her; and cried ovt aloud, 
Away! away! for-ever from me! thou 
inceſtous monſter! O my boiling brain! 
and ſcorching conſcience !' I will con- 


ſume us all together 1 


The aſtoniſhed pair 3 ſpeechleſs; 
looking upon each other; when Almira 
(trembling! likewile with amazement ;z 
thinking, from what ſhe had heard, her 
brain indeed was touched) cried out, 
For heaven's ſake ! madarn, cell me; what 
has made ahisfudden alteratlon; if you 
are: er {cndable Of any * I-fay*to yo 

Crudelia 
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| act Wed with tenderneſs (tho? 
19 58 on her; and t zen burft into 
ſuch a flo 
ſtruggling that way to get free, from 
milery that ſeemed too ſharp for human 
nature to ſuſtain, —See there! 7cried ſhe) 
my daughter! my own dayghter ! my 
fon's wite! fee. there ſhe i is, returned from 
death, to ſcourge adultery with inceſt ! 
fee, nature mark*d her cheek, while in 
the womb, to prove the explanation and 
Horror of my guilt and puniſhment ! 
Thoſe deadly marks, you ſee, of never- 
dying ſhame, her guilty father cauſed ; 
he threw thoſe black, thoſe dreadful 
grapes, look on them there, (for one 
that patch has cover'd) and pity me, if 
poſſible, Almira! In ſport he threw 
them then againſt my face ; but they 
at laſt have reached my heart! They 
ſhould have reached it ſooner, from re- 
flecting only on an injured huſband's 
wrongs. n 


But tell me, thou Olinda, that is thy 
miſerable name, how long haſt thou been 
called to life again? poor wretch of my 


Creat- 


od of tears, as if her ſoul was 
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creating! Or, if indeed, thou never haſt 
been dead, as thou wert hoped to be, 
Why didft thou not, before this dread- 
ful 8 make thyſelf known to me? 
to fave thyſelf, thy huſband, and a dy- 


1 ing mother, from this heavy load of 


moſt unpardonable ſin ! Go, hide thy- 
ſelf from, me, and from thyſelf if thar 


were poſſible ; thy huſband hide thyſelf 


for- ever from ! and all the world. 1 
dare not look upon thee; yet I would 
pity thee; but I have none to ſpare, 
and I abhor myſelf too much, alas ! to 
love my crimes, or their fad conſequen- 
ces. O juſtice ! thou indeed, at laſt, haſt 
reach d my ſoul! and judgment ſoon 
muſt follow 


Flavillo fell again upon his knees be- 
fore her, ſhocked, and hardly able ts 
reply to what he IF heard; and begg's 4 


that ſhe would try to calm her mind 


lome moments, and attend to what, he 
hoped might, in ſome meaſure, ſoften 
ſuch extream calamity ! if ſuch it was, as 
he had heard. — If this, ſaid he, can be 


my ſiſter, I am indeed a wretch! and 


one dark act of diſobedience, has drawn 


down 
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down another upon me. Tet, I am not 
fo black as I appcar tabe. Olinda's 
natural modeſty, or ſume kind over. 
ruli:g power, or happy late, has ſaved 
us fromm the deeper dreadtul ſin of inceſt 
Yes, madam, we are innocent of that; 
and } muſt now bleſs that reluctance, in 
her prophetically- virtuous nature, which 
before miſconſtrued for indifference. 
Let this give comfort to you; nor will 


J ever think of her again, be affured, 
but as a ſiſter. 


This ſeemed a little to lend new life 
and hope to the afflicted mother: while 
the no leſs afflicted wite, oppreſſed with 
grief, beyond her ſtrength to bear, had 
tainted, unobſerved, in a great chair, 
wherein ſhe had thrown herſelf to give a 
looſe to tears, on the above. named diſ- 
covery. 


Srudolis * that, deſired chem to 
comfort her, and lend her their aſſiſt- 
ance. And when ſhe was recovered, ſhe 
called her to- her, with a voice of tender 
melancholy only; and after ſhe had 
* her, with a ſigh, ſhe cry'd, I find, 

Olinda, 
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7 Olinda, | we are not quite ſo loſt; thy 


virtue has ſorhewhat preſerved us. Live, 


3 my child, in conſtant prayer. and thanks, 


to that all- ſeeing providence, who only 
could preſerve that virtue in thee. Pray 
likewiſe, for the fins of her, who very 
ſoon muſt go to give in her too long ac- 
count. Yet let me firſt hear from thee, 
how, till this fatal time, thou haſt been 
nouriſhed, for theſe eighteen years, for. 
thou wert loſt at nurſe when only three 
years old; tho' in what manner I could 
never know: ſome accident, it was 
thought, had ended thee ; for there were 


' rivers, bogs, and ponds, near the poor 
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woman's houſe, to whom thou hadſt 
been ſent, far off, upon a lonely com-, 
mon. Alas! I have not had, I own, a 
virtuous mother's love for thee. 


Olinda ſighed, and wept ; and then 


told her, that ſhe ſhould have been, till 


then, a ſtranger to. her birth, but for 
one lucky accident her life had met with. 
For ſhe was kept, till ten years old, by 
an impoſtor, who ſaid ſhe. was her mo- 
ther; with whom ſhe had gone begging. 
about the country. But that a good lady- 

Vol. . D took 
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took, one day, a fancy to her, at her 


door, and bought her of the woman 
(to whom, notwithſtanding, ſhe allow- 
ed the liberty to come and fe her child, 
as often as ſhe pleaſed. _ | 


That this woman, icky ated, 4 


finding herſelf dying, ſent for her, and 
told her, if ſhe would promiſe not to 


diſcover what ſhe would tell her (left it 


ſhould hurt her with the lady) ſhe would 


own a ſecret to her; and then told her, 


ſhe was not her mother: but had, in 
travelling the country, far from where 
ſhe lived, found her at play, and ſtole 


her from a door, upon a common.— 


This, Olinda ſaid, ſhe had never men- 
tioned before, to any n living. 


That this lady (who had bought her) 
having died two years ago, left her five 
hundred Pounds ; and ſhe became ac- 


quainted with Flavillo by going to a 


milliner's, with whom that lady uſed 
to deal, and with whom ſhe had n 


ſince her good friend's deceaſt. 
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That ſhe had brought her up in her 
religion (that of the Roman church) 
and ſhe would, now forever quit the 
world, and enter into a religious houſe 
abroad, to make, if poſſible, atonement 
for her crime; tho' it was one that was, 
indeed, committed innocently. 


| Crudelia ſeemed more pleaſed, than 
might have been expected, at the latter 


part of this diſcourſe, and bleſſed Olinda 


for it, in the warmeſt manner, often. 
And it was not long before the reaſon 
was made maniteſt to thoſe about her ; 
for, finding herſelf juſt going, ſhe de- 
fired a Romiſh prieſt (and not a church 
of England miniſter } might inſtantly be 
ſent for : and ſhe acknowledged to her 
neice and children, that ſhe had, almoſt 
ever ſince her marriage, profeſſed that 
faith: that ſhe was made a convert to it 
by Bargrave, Olinda's father, who was 
a jeſuit; and he had abſolved her from 
the crime he was the cauſe of, upon her 
changing her religion Sr his. But died 
ſoon after, of a vound got in a duel with 
ber huſband; who diſcovering his func- 
D 2 tion, 
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tion, and growing uneaſy at his frequent 
viſits (being averſe to that, religion} 
had challenged him, and run him thro? 

the body. But that it never, was made 
known, by his defire upon his death- 

bed, WhO had killed him. Tho' the 
grief it gave the other, proved as fatal, 
for he did not long ſurvive, him; and 
they both were dead, before ſhe was de- 
livered of that daughter ; ; which ſhe im- 
mediately ſent from her, nor could ever; 
hardly, bear the ſight of, 


Olinda (burſting into tears again at 
this) cry'd out, Yet, madam, I am cer- 
| tain I have ſeen my father; his guar- 

dian ſpirit it was preſerved me. 


She then deſcribed the form, and 
other circumſtances (as before-menti- 
oned) in her dream; which threw her 


mother, for ſome time, into another 


agony of grief and horrour. But it was 


Juſt then the prieſt attended, her, and all 


but him left the apartment 


But ſhe called back Almira, and. re- 
TOI earneſtly of _ that ſhe would 
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forever of each other. 
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preſently again come to her, and bring 


37 


Cleone with her. 
O01 FRI AMT DT 


Almira found Florello waiting for her 
impatiently; and, ſome time after, he, 
with Almira and Cleone, went'to take a 
final leave of that unhappy woman! 
who then was only able to make ſigns 
of penitence, and ſatisfaction, on the 
fight of them; but ſeemed to ſtruggle 
hard for ſpeech, while ſhe looked ited- 
faſtly, by turns, upon Cleone and Flo- 
rello. And, notwirhſtanding all the ab- 
ſolution ſhe had juli received, horrors 
of guilt remained ſo ſtrongly on her ſoul, 
that none of them were able long to bear 
her room. — Death, in itſelf, we know, 
is called the king of terrors ; but how 
much muſt thoſe terrors be augmented, 
when we ſee him labouring beneath the 
dreadful load of an unhoping, guilty 
conſcience! Such was Crudelia's mi- 
ſerable end! And her unhappy chil-. 
dren, who were thus made acquainted 
with her crimes (which they were born 
ro ſuffer by) immediately took leave 
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Olinda threw beitet Abd; thr ſmall 


fortune, into one of the ſevereſt con- 


vents. And Flavillo (quickly after) 


bid farewel to all he knew, and went 


abroad, to ſettle for his life ; where nci- 


ther he, nor his diſgraceful ſtory, would 
be known. 


Almira ſaw her funeral executed, as 
Crudelia had requeſted 3 which was in 
the moſt private manner, and late at 
night. And ſhe had deſired likewiſe of 
her, that, after it was over, ſhe would 
put on no mourning for her death ; ad- 
ding, that ſhe had reaſon to deſire (as 
ſoon as poſſible) to be forgotten (nþt 
remembered) by a neice, whom ſhe had 
treated ſo unworthily ; and wiſh'd her 
to be happy r with Florello. 


And it was not many days before (the 
time being almoſt expired of Almira's 


mourning for her father) he gently ven- 
tured to remind her of it. Amanda ſe- 
conded him in his ſolicitation upon that 
ſubject, and every neceſſary preparation 
ſoon was made on both ſides, for = 

wed- 
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wedding; and, with Fidelio and his 
hou, they in a little time return'd.to 
crtfordſhire, 1 to celebrate their nuptials 


at his father 8, as had been there deter- 
mined. 5 


But Almira, before ſhe went, viſited 
her poor faithful fervant Prudence; who, 
with her daughter, ſhe had engaged to 
come and live with her; the mother as 
her houſekeeper, and Sharlot as her wo- 


man; promiſing to make their places 


eaſy and happy to them. 


Fidelio and Amanda would have fain 
prevailed upon Almira and Florello, to 
have made their houfe in town, their 
own, on this occafion ; but Bellmore's 
ſtronger claim, obliged them to deſiſt. 
For, in his letters, he declared he ſhould 
eſteem himſelf ill- known indeed, by his 
dear daughter, (as he would then call 
her) if ſhe could not fo far confide in 


bim, as to venture, while a maid, to 


ſleep in his protection; and befides, ad- 
ded he, my ſpouſe has never ſeen her 
lovely child (that is to be) nearer, than 
in my weak deſcription of her; and ſhe 
D 4 | 18 
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is grown impatient nowy L can aſſure 
you, till We have her with us; to acs 
knowledge. how ſhe thinks herſelf obli- 

ged, like me, to one who has reſtored 
our dear Florello.— Theſe; and a few 
more arguments, ſo far prevailed, that 
a ſhort time before the day appointed 
for their nuptials, when Bell more and his 
ſon came to Fidelio's country houſe 
(where firſt Almira went) determined 
not co go back, they ſaid; without their 
lovely prize; as they then called her. 
She agreed to go; but not unleſs her 
friend Amanda, with Cleone, would ac- 
company her thither; which ſhe, oblig- 
ingly ab with. : 


And indeed no hens hung hea- 
vier, or indeed ſo heavy, on Almira's 
mind, than thoſe occaſioned by the cha- 
racter ſhe had heard of her, who was 
to be her 'mother-in-law./:-:ſhe did not 
reliſh greatly her not ſeeing of her, when 


the was there before: nor did ſne, when 
ſhe viſited as a phyſician, much admire 
her. But generally, if not always, the 

greater conſiderations can overpower the 


imaller, 9 he, or ſne, who 
n. truly 
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truly loves, wit ſwallow little difficul- 
ties, if they are ſome what bitter; as 
they have that pleaſant cordial, which 
only love and friendſhip can beſtow, to 
waſh away its taſte from Wel "ee: piles 
eee 481 Ol i 
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eil But ſne, however, r Was — 


| JP 8 on that account. 


Bellona e her (as * OE) huſ. 


band led her in from the coach to her, 


who met them in the hall) with grave, 


but civil obſervation ; and ſaluted her 


(with more, indeed, of the common 
Engliſh form, and ſtiffneſs, than uſually 
exiſts amongſt the moſt well bred) and 
welcomed her, with much reſpe& and 
ſeeming ſatisfaction. For it appeared, 
by ſomething that ſoon was whiſpered 
in the family, till it had reach'd Almi- 
ra's ear, that ſhe had at firſt conceived 
her to be one of little or no fortune 


(having then heard nothing af her) by 
her making the firſt viſit; but when ſhe 


was, by Bellmore and her ſon, let fur- 
ther into that affair. ſhe had repented of 


a Ger rudeneſs, in * to come don 


into 
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into, her e which was in fact the 
caſe. 


— 4 
{th 14 17 


eh nothing now was left un- 
faid, or done, by her, that could atone 
for it; —ſhe took the tendereſt notice of 
her; and told +lorello ſhe was happy in 
his choice; and doubted not at all but 
he would be fo likewiſe ; and compli- 
mented Amanda. on her taſte, in friend- 
ſhip : who ſmiling, anſwered, that ſhe | 
could almoſt envy her, indeed, a happi- 
neſs, which, had Amintor's age befriend- 
ed her, ſhe ſhould have yielded up much 


more reluctantly. 


And, having ſpent an hour or two 
agreeably, (all parties ſeeming pleaſed) 
Amanda took her leave of them. 


In ſhort, Bellona proved, how for- 


tune's all- attracting charms, poſſeſſes 


with kind ideas the \beholders of | its fa- 
voured objee, 


Florello told his loved Almira, the 
bay following, that his father had em- 
ployed } nis lawyer, and given him an or- 
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der to expediate the marriage articles; 
which he had kindly inſiſted to have left 
entirely to his own care and manage- 
ment; addin that if, when he peruſed 
them, there Would be any thing E 
that he wiſhed to alter, he would moſt 


willingly oblige him in it, or his Almira 
likewile. ial | 


She oke down and bluſhed; but, 
quickly recollecting that her ſover's de- 
licacy had never mentioned. to her any 
thing concerning her affairs of fortune, 
ſhe replied, What you have ſaid juſt now, 
fir, reminds me of a negle&t in me; I 
will ſtep up ſtairs a minute, and be with 
you again preſently. 


Florello, underſtanding what ſhe meaat, 
haſtily catch'd her hand as ſhe was riſing; 


and, with precipitation, checked by g gen- 


tleneſs, forced her to her chair again; 
crying, at the ſame time, (with accents 
full of love and tenderneſs), Not for the 
Indies ſhall, you leave me, upon any ſuch 
account.—No, madam, I am convinced 
enough already, how ineſtimable a trea- 
ſure J ſhall ſoon poſſeſs in you alone! I 

| neither 


44 Tur HISTORY 


neither wiſh, or ſeek; for ary other: my 
joy can meet with no addition, from the 
moſt ſplendid conſideration of that na- 
tute, + aſſure you; but What muſt all 
ariſe from your Pei miſtrefs of the dif. 
potal of it. But, © your. Kind and ten- 
der cate, in this thought, tegards my fa- 
ther, you {hall oblige me 'by conſulting 
with him only concerning it; tho", be. 
lieve me, you will find it quite unneceſ- 
fary; for I know, him; — he is not fo 
unworthy of your dear alliance. He 
would have been, if poſſivle, more happy 
had your fortune, or rather want of it, 
left him further room to prove his wor- 
thy preference of virtuous, beauteous 


merit, ſuch as yours; and ſuch as you, 


and only you, can ſurely ſhew him. 


And it was not many days before 
Almira was convinced, Florello had not 
been miſtaken in his father; he having 
made her ſettlement above as large again 
as could have been expected by her for- 


tune, on his own eſtate; leaving entirely 


to her, and Florello, the diſpoſal of all 
hers'; which gave the higheſt ſatisfaction 


to. 


Boas 8 


rep 45 
„do a ſon, wha, ſhared. hereditarily the fa- 


ther's noble generoſity. 7). 

1 En 1801 10 goneo ) DIDOSIUI. eee 
11 VF |, nd now che happy day appeared! for 
f. RF which, good Bellmore had prepared an 
- WM <quipage,, both for himlelf and fon, in 
all reſpects quite ſuitable to the occaſion. 
lorello's he preſented to him the 
evening before his marriage; making 
him, at the fame time, the immediate 
maſter of a fine eſtate adjoining to his 
own, which he had lately purchaſed to 
the amount of half his fortune; telling 
him, with a tender, melancholy ſmile, 
that, when one leaſe or two for life, were 
out, (and the incumbents were not young) 
the reſt would all fall in to him of courſe. 


Bellmore had, likewiſe, beſpoke dia- 
monds, to the value of ſeveral thouſand 
pounds, for him to make a preſent of 


1 to his Almira; concerning che taſte and 
a faſhion of which, he had firſt conlulted 


And all things being now ready, and 
the morning opened that was to crown 


this 
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aut -and- ſilver point: de- 5 — 2 
in a new taſte entirely, which likewiſe 
ornamented a waiſtcoar, of white ſattin; 
and, tho' his dreſſing did not take up 
above one quarter of the time moit beaux 
allow themſelves daily to waſte, upon 
occaſions. leſs important, he might be 


faid, indeed, to look the een 
bridegroom. 


His perſon was amiable, genteel, and 
eaſy; his complexion florid; with the 
moſt pleaſing manly features; enlivened, 
agreeably, by ſparkling, yet gentle eyes, 
expreſſive of thoſe virtues which his ſoul 
was maſter of. 


Nor was his bride fo long in orna- 


menting, as to endanger their being at 
church too late; tho”, "from the ſuper- 


numerary trifles of which a lady's dreſs. 


too much conſiſts, ſhe was much longer 
than his haſtening wiſhes could well allow 
of: yer all, belides himſelf, then preſent, 
made her the eee of dns 

how 


or ALMIRA. 45 
how ſhe could appear, in ſuch a little 
time, as ſhe had then been up, ſo finiſh'd 


7 


in the perfection of exact attire. 
N . s VI! J 788 


n; X ler dreſs was a brocade of white and 
up 3 ſilver; and her head was richly adorned 
wx Þ | with jewels; among which, as there was 
mn Kt the molt valuable one, called Modeſty, 

= the could not think thoſe ornaments 
ſufficient to exclude all other covering, 
tho* warranted by faſhion ; and, there- 
fore, wore a head of Bruſſels lace dreis'd 


d in the Engliſh form; remembering that 
i it is, in holy writ, forbid, for women to 
b appear at church bare-headed. 

She came down to breakfaſt with her 


uſual eaſe, exempt from that too com- 
mon affectation uſed by many maidens 
on the brink of matrimony ; for ſhe be- 
haved, as ſhe had always ſaid ſhe hoped 
ſhe ſhould, on ſo folemn and interefting 
an occaſion ! ever conceiving it, both an 
affront to their own judgment, as well as 
to the object of their choice, fora woman 
to put on airs of half-repenting doubt- 
fulneſs, as if to combat kinder inclina- 
tion into a ſort of ſeeming diſſatisfaction. 

N And 
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And no one would have known by her 
behaviour, or her look, (altered in no re- 
ſpect, but by a ſomewhat deeper bluſh, 
when he, her happy lord who was to be, 
approached her) that ſhe was juſt then 
going to be married. 5 


| She had requeſted, chat ho more com- 


pany might be invited, on the occaſion, 
than their friend Fidelio with his ſpouſe, 
and ſon, the young and much admired 
Amintor, whom they were all, with rea- 
ſon, fond of, and whom Florello had 
promiſed to accept as bride- man. 


All were dreſſed in ſuits quite new, 
and elegantly choſen; Cleone, who was 


the bride-maid, was the humbleſt in ap- 


pearance, tho' quite in character; her 
cloarths being only plain white tabby. 


The company aforeſaid, being come, 
and Bellmore telling them, they muſt 
now think of moving, Florello very 
readily accepted of the ſummons; and, 
taking his Almira's hand, (which in that 
moment be ſeemed to preſs with an 
exultings happy ardour ]) he led her to 


his 


ern 


_ 
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his coach; into which, then, Bell more 
led Bellona; and Fidelio's having in it 
room for Cleone, they far out with joy 
conſpicuous upon every face: but, on 
bers, who was the miſtreſs of the cere- 
mony, it was ſeen thro' a ſerene and 
modeſt dignity ; which no leſs denoted a 
laudable and confcious ſatisfaction, from 
having made a prudent choice. n 


When they ſtepped from their coach 
into the church, Almira found that it 
was neceſſary for her to exert the utmoſt 
ſpirit of her reſolution, which ſhe at- 
tributed only to the unexpected crowd 
there waiting for them. Yet, ſhe had 
too much reverence and regard, for all 
ſhe was come there to ſay, to miſs re- 


peating any part of it; tho” it was not 


every part, indeed, ſhe could be plainly 
heard to utter. And an involuntary pal- 
pitation, during the ceremony, like an 

audacious pioneer, betrayed its under- 
mining boldneſs, by diſturbing the com- 
poſure of the tender fabrick of which her 
handkerchief was made; and not a little 


_ conveyed its influence to remove the 


bluſh from off her cheeks. However, 
Vol. II. E , the 
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the, cecovered that, ſoon after the ſacred 
rites were over, and reſumed the coach i 
again, with rather more precipitation, 


chan ſhe had left it with, her trembling 


kaees requiring a little of ſuch relief as 


chat afforded them. 


They. were no ſooner ſeated in it, than 


| the ever-ready, r1ngers forced the bells 0 


pay them their congratulations, Upon 
which the bridegroom ſaid, politely, 


Well, my Almira, I can e aver, 
that bells, to me, have harmony excel- 


ling all the art of ſofter muſic; and con- 
certs have been thrown away 
for they could never touch my foul ſo 


ſenſibly as thoſe harſh ſounds (as they 


are called) do now. But, it is from 
you alone, my love, they borrow all 
their ſweetneſs 


lars. before he ſlepp d into the 


coach. requeſted the hs clergymen, 
to whom they had been, he ſaid, ſo 


agrecably indebted, to let them have his 
company at dinner. And, when ſeated, 
ſhook hands affectionately with his ſon 
and daughter ; telling her, ſhe was doubly 


now 


or ALMIRA. 61 


nom his child, he * Veen her fa- 
ion poten altar. as | 
i FO 

Bellona too; with he nacety of pure 
affection; wiſhed that joy to every party, 
which ſhe ſeemed then, very heartily, to 
be a ſharer in ; ; and, upon their return, 
it was reciprocally wiſhed” again, and 
witneſſed by falutes, thro all chat friend- 


P conan {AN 


Florello Shell, he "dba himſelf 
the happieſt man alive ; confirming it at 
the ſame time, as tho he took an oath, 
and made his lady's hand his bible. 


But his father, with a chearful air 
and voice, reply'd, Hold there, my ſon, 
thou art not, I am ſure, the happieſt, 
ſince I am no leſs ſo from ſeeing it: but 
thou, alas, art yet a ſtranger to paternal 

Joy And it will be time enough twenty 

years hence, if 1 ſhould live fo long, for 
me to hold a conteſt with thee on that 
KF ſubject; thou mayſt be then, perhaps, 
LY "oy match, tho? ſo much younger. 
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Florello 3 with conſcious ſenſe 
of what he owed ſo excellent A father; 
and told kim, that he had not vanity 
enough, indeed, to think he thould, at 
any age, be chat; tho” it was the ut- 
moſt wiſh of his ambition, to inherit his 
e ee | 


Well 8 returned the bride.” tq 
eſteem them worthily, is the beſt ſtep 
towards imitation. | 


„ ll FN a 


her, that there ſpoke the wife already, 
in that kind inſinuation: Bellmont. him- 
ſelf, with all his ſkill in natural Philo- 
ſophy, could not have laid a better truth 


than that. 


The unexpected name of Bell mont, 
called up all the bluſh of conſcious re- 
collection, to Almira's face; ; and, in 4 
moment, ber eyes, as if to hide it, 
fought che floor, bweetly confuſed! which 
could not eſcape the bridegroom s watch- 
ful obſervation. He looked alternately 
on both, for ſome ſmall time ; then, 


turning 
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turning to Amanda, aſked her, if that 
worthy gentleman, his kindeft, beſt phy- 
fician, had never called again upon her? 
for he thought, he ſaid, there was 2 kind 
of promite that he ald not be abſent 
on that happy day: and he ſeemed one 
whoſe word could not be doubtes. 


Amanda anſwered, that he was one 
whoſe word, in truth, was facred ! and he 
had not forgot that promiſe : : adding, L 
find, my friend, you were not long enough 
acquainted one viſit was tο fhort an 


intimacy 


for you to even know him 


when you ſee him, or you could not 
have miſſed him at the altar: my eyes 
were taken up by hardly any other ob- 
ject during the ceremony: and you, who 
ſtood ſtill nearer to Bellmont, not to have 
ſeen him, is indeed arnazing 


If there he only could be ſeen, (re- 
turned Florello) 1 am not, madam, the 
leaſt amazed 1 miſſed bim; for there 


one obj 


ſhould in 


niſter 9. 


drew my whole attention. (I 
EE 1 think, i the mĩ- 
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mediately. the pleaſing information; and, 
in a grateful rapture, flew to prove his 


ardent ſenſe of ſuch an obligation, by the 
tendereſt embrace] crying. And is it 
poſſible thou canſt be Bellmont? wy 
Almira! Bellmont? Tes, yes, it is, it 
muſt be ſo; for nothing. greatly good 
and generous, could be too much for 
thee to execute. How could I be ſo 
near the lovely miſtreſs of my wiſhes, 
and be a ſtranger to ſuch happineſs! Vet 
had it been preſumptuous in me too, 
could I have then ſuſpected it. How 
has this obligation crowned my ſenſe of 
bliſs! I can now recolle&t (with won- 
der at my own too ſtupid infenſibility) 


that ſweet. reſemblance/! which I thought 


J found in that kind viſiter. But yet, 


ſo —— (for I muſt call it ſo) 


ſt thou eontrived to cover thoſe ſweet 


features! that no perſon could have 
known them. * who dares 
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pretend to fay, Almira ſcorns the aid of 


art? She ſtands, you bear, detected 
now; but neither red or wlüte, I am 
ſure, were called to thy aſſiſtance: but 
their native bloom was ſome way ſkillfully 
conceabd in the moſt dexrrous manner, 
that even Ty" years ſeemed almoſt 
goubled. | | 


To which Amira modefily and duti- 


ouſly replied, As you can pardon this 


deceit, I find, 1 will not only let you 
into the method I made ufe of, but will 
likewiſe promiſe, it ſhall be the worſt 
diſguiſe I will ever uſe againft you. 


Bellmore, as well as his Bellona, 
looked and liſtened with delighted won- 
der ! and then bleſs'd fo new and kind 
an inſtance of the moſt laudable regard 
and begg d her to proceed. | 


She then informed them, how, with 
cork, burnt black, ſhe had enlarged her 
eye-brows to juſt doudle their on ſize; 
and, with a little of the fame material, 
mixt with ſome powder, had touch'd her 
cheeks and chin, (a worthy fecret that 
** E 4 ſhe 
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ſhe, had-treaſured up in meniory, from 
wonderous ſtories told her in her nu rſeryj 
in order to ape ſomewliar:df the/maſcu- 
line appearance; which not a little was 
aſſiſted by the buſhy: ſhadowing of her 
wig: and that her voice rhad very op- 
portunely acquired, juſt then, an acci- 
dental diſguiſe, (that ſeemed quite natu- 
ral) from Having got a hoarſeneſs in it 
by a cold, which change of dreſs had 


717 her: yet, (notwithſtanding that 


ad made fo great an alteration) once 
or twice her voice had given her fearful 


e of being diſcovered by 


him, 


F deli told her, that he would own 
it frankly, he had wiſhed moſt heartily 
ſhe might be diſcover'd-; partly on his 

ood friend Florello's account ; and for 

r having never ſuffered him himſelf, 
(tho* an old married man) to come, with 


his Amanda and Amintor, to fee her do- 


ing honour to his ſex. But I, however, 
(added he) muſt, ſtill congratulate you, 
fir, on your being thus happily become 
the poſſeſſor of ſo ſweet adehcacy'! which 
is no leſt diſtinguiſhed in her der 

0 cept 
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kept this ſtory: (till now) a ſecret, from 
the only perfun living WG could moſt 


e. applaud it. {104 0 


9 


re & JON {2% SJ 3DLLES Hy 
Juſt then e came up, aud RY 
the bridegroom; that 'a gentleman de- 
W win him below. 0 


„Alira tharding; cried, Who is it? 
You'll never be POO enough, I ſee, to 


be denied. 


Florello aſked, if he was not a clergy- 
man? (remembering his father's invita- 
tion of the miniſter who married them) 
and, being told he was, ran down im- 
mediately, to aſk him to walk up ſtairs ; 


wondering, at the ſame time, that he 
ſhould wait below. 


Mean while, Almira went into the 
adjoining: room; nor was returned be- 
nh her poſe and triend came up. 

But, we will here acquaint the reader, 
how Florello was ſurprized, to find this 
clergyman (inſtead of him he had ex- 
pected) a friend and intimate „ | 
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of his when he was abroad; who, ſince 
he faw him, had taken up the gown, 
and, ignorant of his marriage, acciden- 
{uy had came that 11 to oy _ 


— lorelle Fr 1 great joy, 
received him; telling him, how doubly 
welcome his appearance was on that oc- 
caſion; adding, that if he had known fo 
loved a friend had been in England, he 
could not have omitted requeſting, not 
only his company, but a ſtill greater 
favour of him, to have tied his happy 
Enot that morning; — but that he never 
thought he ſhould have Aan bim 1 in that 
habit. 


Florello then die} him up to 
the apartment where he had left Al- 
mira, &c. but, juſt as he was opening 
the door, he was called by Bellmore 
from below, who wanted to ſay ſome- 
thing to his fon that moment; he there- 


fore, cried, Dear Sam, walk in; —excuſe 


ie ; there you'll find the bride; 4 will 
Wait on n „ D ren! 
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The clergyman. walked flowly for- 
ward, bowing ſedately to the company, 
and taking, at the ſame time, a regular 
ſurvey of all, to hnd the lady out, whom 
he was firſt to compliment. His obſer- 
vation guided him to fix upon Cleone, 
being the only perſon preſent, whole 
form and dreſs anſwered his expectation, 
he, therefore, moſt reſpectfully advanc- 
ing up to her, ſaluted her, and then ad- 
dreſſed her in the following manner: 


Lou muſt forgive me, madam, I have 
juſt now been authorized, to do myſelf 
this honour; then added: I always had 


the higheſt way of thinking concerning 


my dear friend, your worthy ſpouſe; 


and he has given me now, indeed, a 
proof. His taſte is not inferior to his 
merit, in having made ſo excellent a 
choice, as from appearance, madam, I 
mult perſuade myſelt, he has in you ; 
and, from my ſoul, I with you all that 
307 — j's | . . - 


But here Cleone faltering in her ſpeech, 
ſtopped his going any further on, by 
anſwering him thus : 

No, 


bo TRE H 1 8 T ob R * 

No, ſir, indeed, me 0 miſtaken 
quite; it is not me, you mean; the 
bride, will picſently be here 1 have no 
title to your compliment. 


But, madam, returned he, (begging 
her pardon, and feemingly aſhamed of 
the miſtake) that voice entitles you, 
however, to a place in my remembrance; 
though | 2m tuch a ſtupid and forget- 
fu} fellow, as not to be able to recollecꝭ 
where 1 have ſeen you. 


When the bride juſt then appezring, 
Clcone pointing towards her, faid, I bar 
lady, fir, perhaps, may help your fe- 
collection, to reſolve that queſtion. 


He looked, ſome moments, ſtedfaſtiy 
upon Almira ; and then ſtarted back- 


ward, while both his hands roſe up, as 


though to keep true time to wonder: 
gazed, and grew pale; then moved a 
ſtep towards her, and bowed, but uttered 
not one word. And thus Floretto found 
him, (who came in that minute) and all 
the r ſanding in great aſtonilh- 
ment; 


N = 
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ment; 2 firſt on one another, then 
on chem, in wonder what 12 it meant. 


The bride ſeemed likewiſe much {ur- 
prized; bur, with a ſmile, ſhe curſeyed 
10 him, and then reached out a chair, 
and begged him o ſit down. 


8 
a The bridegroom catcked the ſpread- 
bs ing wonder too, and cried, My friend, 
? I have been very rude to leave thee ſo 
N abruptly; but, prithes, What is che 
matter with thee? 

You u have, perhaps, replied Samander, 
more to aſk pardon for than that; how- 


ever, fir, I wanted not this proof of the 
ſuperiority of your accompliſhments : 
you have mentioned to me not one word, 
what lady you had married. Know, 
therefore, that J had once the ambition 
to look up as high as there myſelf, tho? 
leſs ſucceſsful, it is plain; and I am 
proud to prove my triendſhip by this 
trral of it, for 1 can wiſh' you happy, 
= notwithſtandipg, with her, from my 
| foul, though once my whole felicity de 
; pend: d, 15 can i aſſure vou, only on her 


ſmiles. 
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1 anc TA 1 254 354 Un! 


a ntelld; . gravely Giles 


he ſhould otherwiſe have ſpared a friend, 
on an Occaſion that he owned the oſt 
demanded. it; for having, like a miſer 
with his gold, kept to himſelf his know. 
ledge of ſo ineſtimable a treaſure, and 
never, during their familiar intimacy fo 
long abroad, permitting once her name, 
or praiſe, to make a part of any of their 
various converſations. Vet, had I known 
this ſecret ſooner, added he, I aſſure my 
dear Samander, my friendſhip ſhould 
have acted kinder by him, than to have 
let him, thus unprepared, meet with ſo 


cruel a ſurprize as this, to pay the kind- 
nels of his viſit to me. 


Well, my dear, worthy friend, return- 


ed Samander, I forgive thee heartily; Þ 
and I have humility enough, at leaſt, to 


own, that I but loſt a treaſure, thou wert 


ever worthier to find; and from that 


lady's juſt diſcernment, and my deficien- 
cy of merit, remember to acknow- 
edge, that thy abundant happineſs aroſe. 


But chou wilt do me juſticeè in retinn, I 


hope, 
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bows, 5 let her know one truth con- 
ceraing me, that time, and the ad- 
vantage of thy friendly counſel, have 
quite new formed Samander, ſince he 
had the honour of ſeeing her; and this 
J muſt inſiſt on, as the leaſt amends yon 
_ to make me. 


Florello oy him, he ance beg His 
pardon there ; for it was needleſs, and 
be choſe to leave the merit of that cauſe 
for him alone to prove, adding, that 
ſuch attempts to praiſe, did but depre- 
ciate often, and that intrinſic worth could 
ſtand alone, and needed no doch weak 
ſupporters. 


Upon hearing which, Almira faid, 
ſhe hoped ſhe might congratulate him 


then, with pleaſure, on the habit he had 


choſen, though ſhe ſhould never have 
ſuſpected: the finding him of all man- 
—_ n | 


He 8 and joked quite con- 
ſcious of that truth, but told her, no- 
thing was more common than to ſee ex- 
— ſupplant each other; and I have 

had 


64 T A E HISTORY 


had the ambition, madam, continued 
he, to grow good, thank heaven! be. 
fore I reach an age that might invali- 
date the merit of an attempt ſo laudable; 
and certainly my duty.” 


But, - madam, by your leave, and 
vours, Florello, I ſee no reaſon why all 
theſe diſcoveries are to rob me of a right 
which both the day and courteous liber- 
ty of England will allow of. Though, 
you mvit know, I firſt, through a miſ- 
take, ſaluted one who is not a bride yet, 
I ſhouid not, therefore, looſe my title to 
the honour of diſtinguiſhing, that way, 
the lady who is really one. 


He then roſe, and ſaluted her; and 
afterwards turning towards Cleone, ſaid, 
I may, I think, demand again this fa- 
vour of you, madam, as that juſt now, 
it is p lainly proved, was not meant for 
you; and, to atone for my miſtake, I 
wiſh you only ſuch a huſband, in reali- 
ty, as I believed you were the miſtreſs 
of. How are you altered fince I ſaw 
you, that I could not, at firſt, perfectly 
recollect you! But you will, 1 hope, for- 
Rs | give 
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give my ſaying ſo; for it is an altera- 


tion greatly to your advantage, I am 
certain. Nou was much thinner, I can 
now remember, when I had laſt the plea» 
ſure of ſeeing you; nor was the bloom 
of health ſo happily apparent, as it now 


appear 8. 


Cleone looked, if poſſible, more ſilly, 
at this ſecond addreſs he made to her, 
than ſhe had done before; and only an- 


ſwered with a bow and bluſh. 
| Juſt then, good Bellmore joined the 


| company; and, civilly addreſſing him- 


ſelf to Samander, told him, he was much 
obliged, that he had favoured them that 
day ; and he would now much lefs re- 
eret the having heard that another gen- 
tleman of his cloth could not oblige 
them by a viſit as was expected; ſince 
his place, at table, would be filled with 
one ſo highly welcome to his ſon : (for 
Bellmore, when he called Florello juſt 
betore, had then been made acquainted 


with his name, and the regard he had 
tor him). 


Yo. It. . F . ad 
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And now, they were, informed, that 
dinner waited for. them below ſtairs; 
where they found every thing that could 
be wiſhed to form a wedding fealt : at 
which the poor were not forgotten, an 
open table for them being ordered in the 
kitchen all that day, and à conſiderable 
ſum of money diſtributed belides, 
throughout the neighbourhood, to ſuch 
as ſtood the moſt in need of it. 


The day was ſpent in chearful mirth 
and entertaining converſation, void of all 
thoſe unpardonable impurities of ſpeech 
which often are permitted to prophane 
(if I may ufe that word) a ceremony 
that is in itfelf ſo pure and ſacred. 


And Bellmore, {till retaining both his 
taſte and limbs for dancing, he had pre- 
pared a band of muſic ready for that 
purpoſe. There being three married 
couple, Cleone's partner muſt of courſe 
be the young clergyman. Nor was the 


well-deſerving youth Amintor left un- 


provided for, as there was preſent Bel- 
ona's niece Terreſa; who, being within 
x a year 
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ga a year of his own age, and likewiſe very 
pretty, ſeemed to be the only partner he 
5; ©: would, in caſe he had been afked, have 
d choſen. They all agreeably amuſed 
© themſelves that way for ſeveral hours, 

Ml the days being then at the longeſt. But, 
when the evening approached, Samander 


le tool his leave, cho preſs'd by Bellmore 
„and the bridegroom to accept of a bed 
h there that night, if he would for no 

longer time oblige them with his com- 
_ F* pany; but no perſwaſions could prevail: 
be civilly excuſed himſelf, and promiſed 
l ſhortly after to renew his viſit. And it 
p was obſervable, he did not fail to take 


due notice of his partner, e'er he left 
them, (a very common caſe on ſuch oc- 
caſions). | | 


Soon after he was gone, all parties 
(being ſomewhat weary) ſar down to reſt 
themſelves alittle, and receive refreſh- 
ment from a glaſs of wine. 


bantering politely his Almira on his diſ- 
covering that ' ſhe had formerly refuſed 
his friend the doctor; telling her, that 
8 | F 2 he 
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he found it was well for him Samander 
had not ſooner wore that gown; divinity 
having he Knew, full often, an attractive 
power to draw towards itſelf a faint! 


The room. they then were. in, look'd 


out upon the road, and faced the gate 
that led directly to the houſe. All were 
engaged in different little parties of diſ- 
courſe and happy gaiety, except indeed 
Cleone, who had, for ſome few minutes, 
ſeparated herſelf from all the reſt, and 
then leant ſideways againſt the window, 
ſomewhat thoughtful ; when Bellona ob- 
ſerving it, and ſeeing a glaſs of wine, that 


ſhe had helped her to, untouched, went 


with it to her, and reminded her that 
it was the bride's good health ſhe thus 
neglected drinking to. Upon which, 
Cleone, ſmiling, took it; and was juſt 
going to drink it, when a loud rap heard 
at the gate occaſioned her holding the 
_ glaſs of wine ſuſpended for a moment, 
to obſerve what company was coming at 
ſo late an hour; when inſtantly, from 
between her trembling fingers, it dropp'd 
upon the floor; which, drawing every 
cye at once upon her, they „ 
er 
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her from following it; as by her ghoſt- 


1 


like aſpect, | and declining head, the 


I 1970898 | 5 pw 6. . 
ſhewed them ſhe was going, in a mo- 


ment more, to do. 


All were aſtoniſhed, and ſurrounded 


her; while Bellmore and Florello, who 
both ſtood talking juſt then next the win- 
dow (with no leſs concern than all the reſt, 
at what had'ſo ſurprizingly and fudden- 
ly alarmed them, upon her account) 


ſtarted, and pointed to the garden; Flo- 


ello crying out at the ſame time, Look 


yonder, fir | ſee, is not that Samander, 
now bringing up the walk, between two 


men, all bloody, and to appearance 
dead, or dying ? | | 


They had no ſooner anſwered one ano- 
ther, to confirm this melancholy truth, 


than they were told it by a frighted ſer- 


vant ; who informed them of the follow- 
ing fad occaſion of it: — That his cha- 
riot had been overturned but a few paces 
from their gate; the coachman having 
turned too Porr, either thro* negligence 
or liquor, by which accident (the glaſſes 

REIT OO Ee — 
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being up, and broke) it was feared that 
he had received ſome fatal hurt 


_ "Fe gentlemen ran — e 
into the room where they had led Sa- 
mander ; while all the ladies Were obliged 
to ſtay and lend aſſiſtance to Cleone, who 
did not recover for a conſiderable time; 
and, when ſhe did, appeared in great 
confuſion when they alked' her how ſhe 
did. 


Almira told her, ſhe had tired her- 
ſelf, perhaps, too much by dancing, as 


ſhe was but little uſed to it. But ſhe 


made ſmall reply, only declared, that a 
ſudden ſickneſs, in one moment, ſeized 
her, which was now almoſt gone off. 


No one, then preſent, ſeemed to be 
a ſtranger to the real cauſe ; bur, as ſhe 


did not name what had ſurprized her, 


every one avoided mentioning it to her 
then. But her confiderate triend, the 
bride, prevailed on her to let her lead 
her to a couch in the next room, in or- 
der to compoſe herſelf a little; feari ns 
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ſhe might. relapſe, ſhould ſhe be preſent 
when any news, unwiſhed, about Saman- 
der, might be brought up ſtairs. 


However, it. appeared, when they had 
fetched a ſurgeon, and had his wounds 


examined, that they were (tho? deep) not 


dangerous; but, from the violence of 
the blow, he had received upon his head, 
and loſs of blood, he was made ſenſeleſs, 
and was put immediately to bed, and 
proper means applied for his recovery; 
which the ſurgeon gave them great hopes 
would be more ſpeedy than the unſkiltul 
might have imagined, (or a practitioner 
leſs conſcientious might, indeed, have 
made it) from his horrible appearance 
when he firſt came in, being almoſt co- 
vered with his blood. 


Nor was the gentleman miſtaken ; for 
his ſenſes very ſoon returned after a little 
reſt ; but it was thought proper not to 
let him talk too much, or be diſturbed, 
more than might juſt be neceſſary for 
el 15: Ty. > 
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| L .15v2wosd Had H no 
As ſoon as he was ſenſible enough to 
find out where he was, and gecollect what 
had befallen him, he begg'd he might 


ſee his fi riend Florello, before they could 


prevail on him to try to reſt again. 


. 


fl 26 22! blog 
Supper was then juſt oyer, and the 


chearfulneſs of that (before) quite happy 
company, was much abated by this me- 
lancholy accident; when the account a 
ſervant gave them, that he was able to 
make this requeſt, ſeemed to en- 
liven every countenance ſo much, that 
poor Cleone (who had forced herſelf to 
come to table) happily might paſs among 
the crowd unnoticed ; tho' her ſatisfac- 
tion was. the moſt conſpicuous, and it 


had made the greateſt change in her 
complexion. - | 


© Florello, went to him directly, and 
Samander (tho? faint yet) made his friend 
a ſenſible and kind apology, on an oc- 
caſion indeed that required but little. 
For it might be eaſily. believed he meant 
not to himſelf, or him, a trouble of that 
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fort. He begg'd, however, that it 


might caſt” no "damp upon whatever 
mirth the family ſhould chooſe'to make; 
aſſuring him, that he was fo much 
mended then, that he believed but for the 
ſoreneſs of his head, and an unutual faint- 
neſs, he could be as able, as he was de- 
ſirous, to make one amongſt them again; 
adding, that he was an unfortunate 
officious fool, as it had happened, to 


blunder on him upon the only day, 


whereon an accident, like that, mult be 
the moſt unwelcome. 


Florello anſwered him in the moſt 
tender manner; and aſſured him, that, 
at any time, his welfare muſt lay equal 
claim to his concern and carefulleſt re- 
gard ; and begg'd him to forget, if 
poſſible, that a contraſt ſo difagreeable 
had happened on that day; but would 
not ſuffer him to talk any more upon 
that ſubject, nor any other could he 
have hindered' him. But then, Saman- 
der deſired him to ſend away his footman 
to acquaint his father (in whatever man- 
ner he ſhould/judge would leaſt ſurprize 
him) with the occaſion of his not re- 

| turning 
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turning home; adding, I would rather 


tpare the other, (meaning his coachman) 


as leaſt proper to attend me; but, as [ 
know my father to be paſſionately haſty, 
F: ſhould fear for the unlucky fellow, 
when he diſcovers that his careleſsneſs 
has been the cauſe of this misfortune. 


Florello then wiſhed him good reſt, 
and took his leave of him then in- 
ſtantly obeyed him, and diſpatched the 
man; giving ſtrict orders to his ſer- 
vants that the mirth, wherein they were 
engaged, might be conducted with the 
utmoſt quiet; making it more worth 
their while, to lend attention and obe- 
dience to him, by liberally rewarding 
them at the ſame time; and telling each, 


only to whiſper out, as often as he would, 
the bride's good health, and every other 


that they choſe to drink. 


The ſame obliging care was next ob- 
ſerved above; and pleaſure wore, for 
the remainder of that evening, the curb 
of kind conſideration and humanity. 


Fidelio, 
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Te 8 1 - 
Fidelio, with his ſpouſe i ſor, took 
leave of them Jul after e 
And about ele of theickith, the 
bridegroom was obſerved to yawn two 
or three times, (or rather feem to do 
ſo; for, by the briſkneſs of his eyes and 
ſpirits, that was molt certainly counter- 
feited). He likewiſe ſaid, I think this 
fright, upon my friend's account, has 
left the influence of an ague fit upon 
me. To that however (Bellmore ſmiling, 
anſwer'd) we will impute it; and, look- 
ing kindly on his daughter, told her, 


that as ſhe ſaw he was ſo much diforder'd, 


ſhe would have too much good-nature, 
he was certain, to oblige him to fit up 
too late; adding, that he belcived it was 
not early then. Upon which, Florello's 
watch was foremoſt to inform his father 
of the hour, (tho' it was found to go, 
indeed, near half an hour faſter than 
every other there;) and then Bellona, 
turning towards the bride, cried, Come 
my dear, we wives, you ſee, are taught 
to underſtand our ſummons ; your fa- 
| "mes 
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ther now, I ſee, grows ſleepy, therefore 
let us now; withdraw. 


Almita bowed, and ay) her (tho? but 
faintly) ſhe would follow her : bur firſt 
looked ſomewhat ſilly, for a moment, as 
if to catch ſome ſtraw-weigh'd ſlight ex- 
cuſe, if poſſible; which prudent wiſdom 
haſtily informed her, would not hold her 
long; and then ſhe roſe, and curteſying, 
(lels gracefully a little, than ſhe was 
uſed to do) wiſhed Bellmore good re- 
pole, and waited on her new mamma: 
while Cleone and Terreſa, catched up 
each of them a candle, to conduct them 
up to the bridal chamber; nor would 
Almira be attended there by any more: 
and thoſe three friends, indeed, ſeemed 
8 of their new office, (that of help- 
ing to undreſs her;) which, when they 
had finiſhed, all but ellona took their 
leave of her, and went to their apart- 
ments. But ſhe firſt returned to acquaint 
her ſon, that he need not, unleſs he 
choſe it, ſit up any longer; tho' the 


drowſy diſpoſition (added Bellmore) is 


gone off. 


And 


E 
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And he did not require being ſpoke 
to twice, before he heard and Paid obe- 
dience to her ſummons. . 


- Belle" 'and ſhe abe Mi up 


Kates and waited in the room adjoining, 
'while' he undreſſed himſelf. They then 
went in, juſt to confer their bleſtng on 
that worthy pair! as both thoſe parents 
had requeſted they might do. A liberty 


leſs painful that, methinks, to virgin 
modeſty, than one, Al mira and Florello 


could not ſuffer, but which is frequently 
allowed of upon ſuch occaſions, when a 


bride and bridegroom are fer up in bed, 
in order to be moſt ridiculouſly pelted 


at, for the diverſion of the company, 


under. the pretended right they plead 
their claim to, that of throwing the 
ſtocking ;—an entertainment, by much 


too ludicrous, I think, for any part of 
matrimonial ceremony; and no lels offen- 


five to the true idea of female deli- 
r 64 12 
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hd now, their wedding hg over, 
Elotello' s' ſtay was but to be a ſhort 
one with his father z— all things were 
ready for his reception at the houſe be- 
Tonging to the eſtate Bellinore had given 
him. But that tender parent ſeemed 
deſirous of their continuing ſome time 
longer with him; looking upon it as a 
ſeparation ſome what diſagreeable; tho a 
few minutes could, at any time, convey 
them to each other's ne | 


Bempaudder mended * Faſt ; ; and, 
tho! confined by order of his ſurgeon to 
his room, declared, he would not looſe 
the pleaſure of his friends fociety, when 
able to fit up, to compenſate the pain he 
had ſuffered. Florello therefore, and his 
ſpouſe, drank tea in his apartment: and, 
in a day or two, he ſeemed to exprels 
ſurprize a little, at not hearing from 
his father. But his friend told him, that 
he need not be the leaſt concerned about 
it, for he, upon mature conſideration, 
had determitied: that the moſt kind 
apology was to aquaint him only, _ 

* 
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5 


he had ſtaid to honour a friend's nuptials. 
And I have charged your ſervaut, added 
he, to mention nothing further. He is 
cecurned:Ehis Mer. pin 


G od 95013316 0191 ell 1017 
Florello had a double reaſon for ſo 
doing, as the bride had begg'd him to 
prevent, if poſſible, his father's coming 
there, as his ſon's life was not the leaſt 
in danger; remembering, that his diſ- 
poſition and behaviour formerly were 
not the moſt; agreeable : and therefore 
judging, that, upon ſuch a viſit (all 
things confidered) his company might 
be diſguſtful to all parties. For her re- 
fuſal of his ſon, it ſeems, had greatly 
hurt his pride, of which he had more 
than a common ſhare, tho' of a vulgar 
ſort. 


Nor did Samander ſeem diſpleaſed 
with the kind turn Florello gave the 
meſſage. | 


Cleone could not be perſwaded to 
make one among the ſick man's viſiters; 
tho' it was certain ſhe feared herſelf, 

much 
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much more than {he did him, in her re- 


fuling ſo to do. He ſoon, perceived it, 


and aſked, one day, why he; was never 
favoured with his partner's, company? 
as all, but her, had condeſcended to 


oblige him by repeated viſits he hoped 


ſhe was not indiſpoſed; and, if ſhe was 
not, he ſhould think it a reflection on 
his cloth, in cafe a maiden lady ſhould 
have any ſcruples on approaching (at 
leaſt in company) his bedchamber. 


All, who were then preſent, were 
much pleaſed to find his ſpirits ſo chear- 
fully diſpoſed. Upon which Almira 
ftarted up, telling him, that he ſhould 
likewiſe remember, that a maiden lady 
always ought to ſtay till ſhe was aſked; 


and theretore, why not, pray, till aſked 


for ? {continued ſhe) but that, however, 
ſhe would let her know he had made 
her now, in form, an invitation. 


But Cleone was ſome time before ſhe 
would accompany her in: till her friend 


(laughing at her) ſaid, This ſurely, 
cannot be Cleone ! for I never thought 


it 


| Samander all | 
aid) was more, ſhe dared believe, than 

| the herſelf would care to tell him, or to 
| have him told, at leaſt, at preſent; add- 
ing, My dear, indeed, you did not cut 
| your forehead with the wine-glaſs; tho“ 
| you might, I will allow, have done fo ; 
| therefore no mark is likely to betray you, 
| if you can but keep your own ſweet. 
council. 
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| poſſible for her to grow a'prude t ' 

| She then r to 
4 Ee 


> 


knew; and that (ſhe 


The other then bluſhing, a little con- 


ſcious of being ſo well known, attended 


her to drink their tea in his apartment. 


But, for the world, ſhe could not aſk 
him how he did, that he might have lJefs 
trouble to diſcover, how well her heart 


lincerely wiſhed him. 4 


Samander moſt agreeably acknow- 
ledged the favour of her viſit ; and told 
her, he was going unfarely to betray a 


ſecret, that concerned her chiefly, before 


all that company: yet, as all there, he 


ſaid, were friends, he hoped The would 
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forgive it. Then, turning to Florello, 
dhe Procecded in dhe folinwl ag manner : 
V207 ont 101) Af 3 204 26W IBG 1 

| You, would not. I am ſare, believe, to 
b: | look upon that lady,,.firj, Who, till thi 
minute, has declined, in company and 
open daylight, to be ſeen thus viſiting a 
batchelor, that ſhe, would come by nieht 
| } abruptly; to; break in e 188 ren 
diſturb his ſlum bers. 19% 


They all laughed very heartily, at the 
91 expence of poor Cleone, from obſerving 
the variety of battling f aſſions which this 
--. occaſioned on her features: but as, at 
laſt, a little anger threatened to be ga- 
thering itſelf into a half- formed frown, 
in order to prepare and then produce an 
anſwer, he proceeded ſoon to the ſolution 
of his unintelligible ſpeech. 


21 Heb lde has, I aſſure you 3— but it was 
in idea only, you will imagine; tho I, 
not wichſtanding, feel methinks the in- 
-- fluence. of it, as ſtrongly: thro” my te- 
collection, as |] r have done from 
. — ne ' D992! & (21 Au 
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All, as if with one aids deſired! to 
ear what was his dream, ( for ſuch they 
found it was) excepting her it moſt con- 
cerned; and The looked down, turned 
pale, half-rrembled, then looked up 
again in order to conceal contuſion, like 
one, who, conſcious of ſome theft or 
murder, frated it was on che brink of 
being diſcovered. 


He ſaw the pretty perturbation he had 


pot her ſpirits into, and kindly (not to 
ſtare her ſtill more out of countenance) 
ſmiled, and ſeemed not diſpleaſed; and 

then looked down himſelf obligingly, to 
keep her company. But preſently con- 

tinued thus his ſubject, obſerving ſilent 
expectation, upon every face, ſat waiting 
for him: 


The very night I met with this mis- 


| ' forrume, in the Sift flumber I had ſenſe 


to recolle& with clearneſs any thing, m 


my 
31 »"erwel fancy truly, thinking I had not had 


enough in my firſt fall, choſe to oblige 
me with a ſecond ! which, J declare, has 
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left a deeper impreſſion on my memory 
than the firſt; tho' not upon my face 0 
deep a, one: and, in the moment I was 
falling, l had enough politeneſs, J aſſure 
you, cho alles p, to reach out haftily my 
hand to ſaye that lady, Who then filled 
the vacant ſear beſide me in the chariot; 

and, by receiving her upon that arm, I 
broke her fall entirely. and waked quite 
ſenſible of all the ſharp effects of mine. 


While Samander was. ſpeaking this, 
expreflive looks went round; Florello 
bit his lips; + Imira ſeemed to blow 
her. noſe, in order to conceal an un- 
governable ſimper; and Bellmore and 
Bellona laughed and looked on one ano- 


ther. No one among 


aniwer ready, even to thank him for the 


relation cf his dream; looking all upon 
e as if they thought the ſervice 
done her in it, being particular, demand- 
cd only her acknowledgment, 


Samander \ikewiih; look'd as if deſi 
rous of ker making ſome reply concern- 
ing it; when, after ſome moments pauſe, 


8 f 


g them had any 


ſhe 
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ſhe told him, that ſhe muſt on fo kind 
an inſtance of his ſleeping care, deſerved 
her waking thanks; and had made due 
amends for the amazement he had cauſed 
her in the ſtrange beginning of his 
ſtory. Which he anſwered, by aſſuring 
her, that his ideal perſon Had done no 
more, than he could anſwer for the real 
one's having performed upon the -like 
occaſion. * © 


Many reſpeAful hints, like this, he 
miſſed no opportunity of giving her; 
that it was ealy to perceive a budding 
inclination. But he, recollecting, pro- 
bably, upon what foundation he had 
proved unſucceſsful in his former paſſion, 
tor her friend Almira, he feared (their 
virtuous principles being ſo much the 
ſame) he might be ſo again repulſed, in 
making his addreſſes. And therefore, 
ſhortly after, he took occaſion when ſhe 
was preſent, with his friend Florello and 
his ſpouſe, to introduce the following 
topic of diſcourfe : heh 


YIQIT 
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How happy am I now, cried he, my 
friend, (addreſſing himſelff ton Florello) 


compared with ;what I ever muſt re- 


member I once was ! which I could wiſh 


might be forgot by all except myſelf. 
vou, madam, (turning towards Al mira) 
ſhamed and mortifiedd me into a diſpo- 


ſition to look inward on thoſe faults, tor 
which I met deſervedly my puniſhment 
in looſing your regard. How careful 
ought young men to be in chooſing 
their acquaintance ! Tis of as dangerous 
a conſequence, if not more ſo, than be- 
ing negligent in matrimony. A few 
light fools of faſhion, whoſe folly my 
flight wiſdom was not ſtrong enough to 
cope with, or confute, bore down my 
judgment on the rapid ſtream of their 


extravagant and paſſion- led imaginati- 


ons, on a ſubject more demanding juſt 
regard, and ſacred veneration, than all 
other! and hazarded my being irreco- 
verably plunged in an abyſs of infidelity 
tho' I was in religion, I believe, a little 
like ſome rakes in love- affairs, I talked 
more lightly than I dared believe. But 


Con- 
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conſcience, aided by reflection, thro? the 
corpaſſion»1of à gracious Providence 
ſoon convinced! me of my error. And 
the bleſſed foree of that pure doctrine, 
which I had heard (too patiently) de- 
ſpiſed; ere long converted me from 
thence, to think all ſuch deſpiſers of it 
the moſt defpicable and unhappy part of 
human beings'! Nor could I then be 
happy, till I became one of its humbleſt 
preachers; which my facher, not the 
moſt pleaſed with, I aſſure you, called 
an unneceſſary whim of mine, and a mere 
baſtard of deſpair and penitence! But 
ſoon, however, he provided for me, not- 
withſtanding; a ſubſtantial benefice; in- 
ſiſting tho* upon my putting in a curate 
there, to do the duty for me, till he 
the ſaid) was dead, or I ſhould marry; 
ir being above a hundred miles from his 
eſtate. | | | * | 


=I was but juſt returned from ma- 
king a viſnation there, to take poſſeſſion 
of a place which 1 ſhould be more 
pleaſed could FE reſide in, hen I made 
this too 4rouBleſome excurſſon to you, 
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my friend ; whoſe beneficial intimacy, 
an neven be by me forgotten. For, 
Na virtuous woman's priaq is {aid to be 
above rubies ! I will declare, a virtuous 
man's to be of an ineſtimable value 
And I can never ſufficieatly acknowledge 
the obligation am under to your vir. 
aue 8 powerful: nene 5117 
2 eino 
They all ſeemed 8 ahead with 
this diſcourſe; Florello only bowed and 
ſmiled; but more apparent ſatisfaction 
brightened thro? Cleone's eyes, who look- 
ed upon her female neighbour often, 
(when unobſerved by him) as tho' ſhe 
laid, or meant to ſay, You ſee, I knew 
him beſt; — you thought me partial, 1 
remember; pray, am I miſtaken in him 
now? and many ſuch dumb ſort of 
Jpeaking, ſoft inſinuations, which Al- 
mira needed not to have further explain 'd 
to her. 


They both, however, left the room a 


little after this diſcourſe was finiſhed, 
and rallied one another very: merrily 
aner Fim. ul 80 IL bl 


Almira 
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0 Alte 5 reminded her 
55 ſtand upon her guard, as ſhe had 
once inſtructed her to do, in talking ef 
Florello; ſaying, in her own words, I 


| -* only would adviſe Cleone to guard her 


heart, with all its native noble ſtrength, 
1 to ſtand the repeated forceof this young 
" Wage par mh s NOI eee r ore,” 
: e e Its 

* was Gamainder, at that time, Jef 


gracfully employed. He had ſeized the 


opportunity their abſence furniſhed for 
him; and told Florello, that as he always 
knew his diſpoſition to be generous, he 
had found him now a new occaſion of 
laying him under an obligation to his 
nn friendſhip. 


I cannot ſay, continued he, that you 
have deprived me of one wife, (tho? you 
poſſeſs the lady whom IJ, indeed, firſt 
hoped to make ſo) but you have influ- 
ence, I am certain, ſufficiently to pre- 
poſſeſs in favour of me, one, whom 1 
ſhould now be happy, I perſwade my- 
ſelf, could I call ſuch. Cleone ſeems 
to 


* 
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to-have imbibed her charming friend's 
internal virtues l nor can a form, ſo ever 
way agreeable; fail to attract the tender 
paſſion of a man _ has a Heart a at 
kberry/' five binoch 1 161 
0 118 IIS | 3 Hau | 
eker am I, alas l in eee poor un- 
bappy fellow; for I have always ſome 
II. fared difficulty to engage; and ſhould 
I be ſo fortunate to find her inclinations 
free (that I might hope, in time, to make 
myſelf the happy maſter of them) I am 
not certain when, or whether, I muſt 
dare to only hope, that I'ſhall make her 
mine. For I have a will to ſoften, more 
inflexible than any lady's whom 1 would 
chooſe to make my application to. 


My father has, from various obſer- 
vations of the diſagreements but too fre- 
quently perceived in the marriage ſtate, 
conceived of late a very great diſlike to 
my adventuring into it at all: but ! 

have reaſon to believe, that powerful 
perſwaſive gold] and nothing elle, 
would biaſs him to change his mind. 
And J have both a natural and religi- 


Ous 
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an way of thinking, with regard to ha- 


ving his conſent, that influences me he- 
yond ſome other mercenary! thoughts, 
which likewiſe join to make it Rill more 
prudent that I ſhould wiſh to have ãts 
, therefore, ought not, I am afraid, to 
unboſom yet to her, what friendſhip fears 
not to diſcloſe to you, till L have men- 
tioned it to him 3 for I am xeſolved to 


1 


And, in the mean time, be it your 


taſk, | charge you, dear Florello, to 


expatiate largely on my merit, to prepare 
my way; and I will promiſe thee to uſe 
my beſt endeavours, not to reflect diſ- 
grace upon thy judgment, (added he) 
as far as 1 am able. 


Florello told him, he would adviſe 
him, as a friend, to looſe no time him- 
ſelf; for, to his certain knowledge, her 
inelination was partly engaged already; 
and it was impoſũble to anſwer for its 
not being fixed ere long. But that one- 
circumſtance was very lucky on his fide; 


for, if he did not ſtay too long in par- 


lying 
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lying: with his father, the oaly gentle 
man he thought he need to fear, would 
not return before him, to ſupplant him 
in his hopes, that he aſſured Samander 
he was certain of. But, as to the un- 
happy obſtacle of fortune, or rather wart 
of it, he feared that would not be ſo 
caſily removed; Cleone's being, indeed, 
below her merit, and his father's ex- 
pectation for him. No more (at leaſt 
that he knew of, than the five hundred 
pounds which his Almira purpoſed to 
preſent her with upon her day of mar. 
riage, and the like ſum that he intended 
to requeſt her to accept from him, as 
an inſtance of his juſt eſteem for one 
ſo worthily beloved by his dear ſpouſe, 
and who no leſs regarded her likewiſe in 
the moſt grateful manner. 


Samander only ſmiled his approbation 
of their generoſity ; called fortune dirty 
droſs] and then again ſeemed thoughttu), 
as be had been before. For this news, 
about a lover, ſhagreen'd him not. 
little; inſomuch, that, to revive him, 
bis friend was foreed to give him all the 
hope, 


te- 


uld 


1M 


der 
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| hope, 2 LE 9 * he 3 afford 
bim, without injuring the ubſent lady, 
for whom” 17 8 Loy ſo rene a re- 


d 


2 8 1 


In fine, Florello told e e 


ber boldly the well-known / ſaying, that 
| faint heart never won fair lady; 
he would adviſe him, therefore; to pre- 


55 


and 


pare his way himſelf, before he left her; 


which, Samander told him, was to be 
| the following afternoon, —he being now 
| well enough recovered to leave off the 


bandage of -his head, and _ wore a. 
large black plaiſter. 


He thanked Florello for his informa- 
tion and advice; tho' ſome part of it, he 
ſaid, had made him many degrees leſs 
happy, than he had felt himſelf before. 
But that, however, he would that night 
accompany him down to ſupper, fince 
his figure was not quite ſo ſcaring now, 
he thought, as it had been: and his mo- 
tive for 0 doing was not a o 
ſe _— 
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He knew that, probably, no oppor. 
tunity could offer, in his apartment, for 

+ fpeakingrtoiCleone privately ; and, for. 

+ tunaicly: ro his wiſh, no;doubr, he found 

her in the dining-room alone for Fl. 


relloi after 


ing that he went to ſeek his ſpouſe; but, 
the truth was, he meant rather to prevent 
ber unwiſh'd viſit, for ſome time at 


mira, told her, how footiſh ſhe believed 
he muſt have looked when Samander 
accoſted her in words to this effect: 


a wounded heart! The faoſt; he ſaid; ſhe 
ſaw waz, almoſt: healed:; but he muſt 


ne had accompanied her in, 
withdrew himſelf immediately, pretend. 


leaſt. $957 
Cleone, who kept nothing from Al- 


5 1 51. 4 ; 


That he, to-morrow, was to take his 
leave of her; but wiſhed he might ſet 
out with her commiſſion to return ere 


long; ſince it was too hard a fate, he 
thought, in a good chriſtian's houſe, to 


enter with a broken head, and exit with 


car n from only. her, af there was 
190 any 


« Ty * , 
' * — 
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any cure to be expected for the 
e on ä * ah res . 
TASMTITEQE PIT; | 71002 i 
"> Sha in au little time dla up 
courage , £a,0bply, and told him, that if 
he 3 wait till ſhe had ſtudied ſur- 


gery, ſhe en be better er get to 
_— nn 


. "1 3 this not ſh a negarive, 
preſumed to take her hand, and kiſſed 
it, with more freedom than ſome time- 
rous lay men would perhaps have done; 
(but orthodox belief ought to give hap- 
py courage) and told her then, he muſt 
inſiſt upon a kinder paſs, or he would 
ſtay (as long as ſhe ſnould make it ne- 
ceſſary) where he was, to wait for one: 
adding, after a little pauſe, but to be ſe- 
| , Tious, deareſt madam ! have you no un- 
ſurmountable objection, to the thinking 
- favourably of a man, whoſe cloth, as well 
'as+ conſcience, forbid him to convince 
E of his regard, by threatning to chal- 
lenge any one on your account; but i 
' who admires and loves you, with a more 9 

b 


n and laſting flame, chan thoſe, 
per- 
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haps, might do, who have ho other way 
of proving it? May I, at leaſt; en- 
courage hope, that time may ſoften, 
What I would fain think is not diſliking 
now, into partiality, or generous and 
1 approbation of m — 


Cleone anſwered kind, that ſhe had 
one, if there had been no other, that 
muſt be thought by her an unfurmoun- 
table objection. That tho', according 
to the world's opinion, ſhe acknowledged 
what he had ſaid, appeared to do her 
honour, (conſidering that fortune's fa- 
vours were wholly on his ſide) yet ſuch 
a fall as that, in every reſpect muſt be, 
from her he formerly admired ſo juſtly, 
might fix ſuch everlaſting ſelf- reproach 
on his reflection, as would endanger pro- 
miſed happineſs. 


8. no, replied Samander, not in the 
leaſt. Deſervedly, you know, [ loft her 
years ago; and, fince Florello is the 
happy man, I cannot envy him, even 
6 
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May that be all, my ſweet Cleone has 
to ſay againſt me! No, banifh ſuch a 
thought ; for you were meant, by vir- 
tue's beſt alliance, I am ſure, to be her 
fiſter ; each poſſeſſing naturally each 
other's excellencies! © 


1f, happily, no greater obſtacle ſhall 
hence ariſe againſt my wiſhes, I will not 
long, believe me, yield to that. 


He then, in order to convince her of 
the truth of what he ſaid, requeſted leave, 
and did not ſtay to have it, to take one 
kiſs ! which he had juſt retreated from 
obtaining, when all the abſent part of 
their aſſembly joined them, as ſupper 
was juſt ready. | 


And, on the following day, Samander 
left them, (returning his moſt ſenſible 
acknowledgments for the kind care that 
had been taken of him) Florello having 
firſt enjoined him in a promiſe, to let 
mp. loo hear from him ; and it was not 
ong before he ſhewed him, he had not 


been unmindful of it. 


Vol. H . 
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One afternoon, Floxello and Al mira 
jad been more freely talking with 
leone, upon the happineſs which they 

both hoped attended her, in being, one 
day or other, Samander's ſpouſe ; when, 
in that very, hour, a letter came from 
e ove 


Florello, till he had made himſelf ac 
quainted with the contents, would have 
concealed it wholly ; but Cleone's pene- 
trating eye immediately informed him 
that ſhe was not a ſtranger to that hand, 
in order to make ſure, perhaps, her hear- 


ing what was in it. 


711 
5 


He aroſe, and walking to the window, 
read it to himſelf, It was as follows : 


My deareſt friend, 


SINC E I. ſaw you I have receivad 
another blow, indeed | tho' one, that 
I was not without great apprehenſion of, 
you know, before J left you. 
14 “ Was, 


ll 
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„I was; I find, no ſtranger to 
aber; ; and; 1 was duty pardon me) juſt 

oing to ſay,” T'wiſh I had. . 55 to my 
er buſineſs. 


086] 6 him of every particular, 


and made him my requeſt, concerning 


ſweet Cleone ! Nor could I too much 
enlarge the truth of my eſteem for her. 
And this, or fuch as 2 was his reply 
to me: 


« Sg! ſo! 1 find you have made a 
proſperous journey of it, truly ! ro your 


much talked of, and great favourite Flo- 


rello! And a fine compliment you make 
yourſelt and family, in my opinion, don't 
you think you do ? to reward his marry- 
ing your former doating - piece, that 
haughty madam ! who would not have 
you truly ; by humbly wedding now, 


at laſt, her waiting - gentlewoman, or 


companion, what is ſhe? One of no fa- 
mily, I ever” heard of; or fortune nei- 


ther, I N 
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1 Nopino; I would rather give 
thee my-confent to wed my dairy- maid; 
a better houſewife ſhe' might make thee; 


and ſave thy ſubſtance, tho! ſhie can't 


e it, more tore the ocher. 
I ,536109 e-. 4681 36111 
IP This is, no doubt, to bet voir 
flock (vonder) a pattern of humility! 
This gown of thine, 1 think, has made 
thee good for nothing, Sam : it has left 
nothing of thy family: about thee. Thou 
wouldit as ſoon have hanged thyſelf, 
ſome years ago, as have looked down fo 
ow as $ this, 


— * 4 _— 38 1 will not 
. thy fooliſhneſs to anſwer for, by 
giving it, indeed; — to have thee pay 
me for it by and by, perhaps, with 
curſes in my grave; when, being tired 
of the ee PRs wile it had been 
: Tek. # 4 


Te: 838 55 Fiend, 20 mary 

more as harſli expreſſions, he made uſe 

py to . that ſuch = 
N 8 gilding 


Te 


. 1 1 
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17 my, pp © ; 
F 


ive gilding;:as he meant, was taweigh down 
d; my happitieſs R which melancholy truth 
6; occaſioned higher words between us, 
gy than, upon recollection, I could have 


wiſhed; for I intend, to-morrow, to ſet 
q out for that lately · deſerted place, where 
ur duty ſhould, before have fed me, had 


y! not an oppoſing duty drawn me from 
de Wem 264 Foids f ic; to nw 
eft t5 31 MEG „ ON 701 3: 
ou What time may do, I know not; 
If, J have, at preſent, very little hope, and 
10 ſtil} leſs ſpirits. T3 

“But, this I know, were not my prin- 
ot ciples of natural obedience, as ftrong 
y 2s his unkind inflexibility, I might be 
y eaſier than I am at preſent, or am likely 
h | foon to be. | | 7 
Nel | : | 
n However, be aſſured, my dear Flo- 
rello, that you muſt have another viſit 
from me before I leave this county, 
y ( therefore will poſtpone my journey) 
e WM tho' a ſhorter and a lefs happier one, I 
y 2m afraid, than I had bid my wiſhes 


Q OOLDIT H 3 hope 
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hope for Bed EI men 
mult, ge main neh oo to 


irt! 


E Ky truly: Snag Fiend 


* SAMANDER. 


P. S. I need not caution you to let this 
letter be a ſecret.” 


” i be. 


Florello now, was 3 no ſmall 
embarraſſment; Cleone's eyes were fix d 
upon him very attentively while he was 
reading, as tho' ſhe meant to catch in- 
telligence, in its reflective influence, upon 
his features: and they were ſo obedient 


to her obſervation, as to be quite ex- 
e 


Almira, tho a party leſs concerned 
than the other, took notice how his co- 
lour went and came; but, when he had 


finiſhed it, and put it into his pocket, 


taking no notice whom it came from; 

and, to nn the expected queſtion, left 
the 
oi T1 


1 — «a 
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the room feetmingly ſomewhat diforderd, 
all the fears of ideea imagina- 
tion, roſe immediately, and tool poſ- 
:ſon" of 'Clkonce's features. 


chonght, cried he, (in a low broken- 
founding kind of voice) that was Saman- 
der's hand; but hands may be alike 
mdeed. —I find 1 was miſtaken. 


So are, very often, hearts alike, my 
dear, (returned Almira} JI am not mil- 
taken there. Nor does thy ſpeak: 
honeſt | countenance, now 288 to te 
me, that tliou art in any doubt concern- 
ing whoſe hand it was ; tho” thou art 
pleading ignorance fo prettily, either 
thro* fear, or anger! fay, which is it, 
my Cleone ? Has his coachman broke 
his head again, by overturning him ? 
Or has he left thee out of his epiſtle, 
having thee nearer in his heart? Come, 
prithee, my reſerved one, look leſs ſe- 
nous; —had he been dead he had not 
wrote at all that be aſſured of. b 


" » 
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| Florello chen returneib u nud having 
heard the darter part of this difcourle, 
laughed heartily; and told them, Sa- 
mander was not dead indeed; but, if 
they doubted, he would, ere long, ap- 
pear to them to prove ita adding, this 
letter, like a running footman, only 
comes before, that dinner might be 
ready for him. Tho' I will own, there 
is likewiſe ſome private buſineſs in it, 
that with-holds it from a lady's eye; 
or I had ſhewn it you, 1 am ſure, Cleone. 
We are both, you know, free- maſons; 


and have many ſacred ſort of ſecrets: 


and, if ſuch are not in this letter, I will 
diſcover one, at leaſt, tro make amends 
for my not ſhewing what is really in 
16:07 [2410 ys 


No correſpondence of a worthy bro- 
ther-maſon, can ever tend to prejudice 
a lady! Of this truth, reſt ſatisfied, 


Cleone. I mention this particular only, 


for fear you ſhould be nen or ſul- 
_— as I named — 


Ati it} 51011 8 Dns LOH il [96 


On How- 
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However, think it otherwiſe, to try 
your heart. Prudence may, often, that 
way, not only prove our fortitude, but 
5 a EONS to felioitycb vw / 

5 ol 919 ,biow 50 an rk 

She ſaty too. 8 Ng 
there: was ſome unwelcome news; but 
yet aſſumed a: ſmile, her ſoul ſeemed to 
oppoſe; till friendly female pride aſſiſt- 
6 her 5 and: Them ſhe;anfwered thus : 


+ Mae. Added, no * or title, to 
enquire, fir, whatever buſineſs it contains. 
And then ſeemed thoughtful. 


en found, or elſe choſe to 
make, occaſion to drop a ſubject, that 
he was fearful now of touching more 


upon than he had been obliged to do. 


Bur, i it was not long before this ſecret 
was, in part, unravelled : for, in a day 
or two, Samander made them a viſit; 
and it was Cleone's fate, juſt then, to 
be at work below alone, when he came 
n, 9 2 Bellmore and Bellona, being 

_—_ 
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zone out that day, Florello and Almirz 
were, employed above, ip reading and 
peruſing papers; ſome affairs, regarding 
hex effects, requiring immediately fach 
an jn{pRion:,nor had the before open'd 
the, cafket . Jan. was TN hes! by ber 
dying aunt) | 


He made her, on his firſt approach, 
the following compliment: ; (his face, as 
fome time after Cleone told Almira, 
TR correſponding with d words.) 


Believe me, deareſt Calls, when I 


tell you, what I wilt it were poſſible for 
you to know, as well as J do, that I was 
not miſtaken when I thought 1 loved 
you ! This little abſence. has convinced 
me of it. And yet, believe me likewiſe, 


that 1 left you with much more joy than 


now meet you with 3 for J am ſoon, 
alas! to leave you! and for a time un- 
certain; my hopes too of happineſs, all 
with you. An unwiſhed incident has 
made it neceſſary. Yer, you mult an- 
ter. me ons or 190! queſtions ; - Or elfe, 
n Kang 0u ſhall be truly wretched! 


( (1 13 Firſt, 


— * 
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— 8 dope to Eben ber from 
your dear hand, (in anſwer to my fre- 
quent and moſt ardent enquiry after 
your much prayed for health) that yon 
are well and happy? happier, and more 
deſerving of it, than I ſhortly muſt ex- 
oh to be. 


And next, you I have room to hope, 
that time may prove my friend in ab- 
ſence, not my dreaded enemy; both 
with reſpect to your eſteem, and a more 
ſoft regard than that cool * can 
be genre * 1 


Cleone res knew what to anſwer, 
to a ſpeech ſhe could not clearly under- 
ſtand. But, weighing what ſhe had ob- 
ſerved before, upon Florello's receiving 
of Samander's letter, with this; and well 
remembering what ſhe had heard of 
Brutus, Int” 8 father, ſhe replied as 
follows : : 

Believe me, 70 I am no ſtranger to 
that FOE your diſcourſe” (or meaning 

h rather) 
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rather) which you have, mg en- 
ane ed. to PAPA, in; ſu ON 
erb 3 390 18 oo ) 


My og owledge of che world, 300 of 
EE £4 not avoid diſcovering thoſe 

truths to ar d. Which I muſt hold myſelf 
| obliged f or your propoſing to hide trom 
me, as you knew that women's pride 
_ offended. 


But, you'll allow me now, 1 hope, to 
have an unſurmountable objection to 
your ſuit ? that gives more ſtrength to 
the other, which I made ſome time ago. 
No; Icſteem a generous mind, too 
ſenſibly and juſtly, to entertain a thought 
of ever wounding it.— A parent's having 
oppoſed it, could never fail to be, with 
pain, remembered by us both. 


Alas, Florello ! (cried Samander) haſt 
thou then been falſe to my requeſt ? He 
has, J fee; I hear he has! It was not 
kind in him, 


7 * Forgive 


ive 


en madam E my! fa- 
0 0 das It is he, my dear, my. moſt 


belov'd Cleone and yet, what am 1 
faying ? or, what can I fay ? I ve. not 


h/ to anſwer you! I dare not ! 


on yu; for this unexpected ſtroke, ih 
Gel has on unmann'd my heart! 
but it is ſtill, and ſhall remain devoted- 
ly for- ever Yours 5 


And, in that moment, he confirmed 
the truth of what he had ſaid, (accord- 
ing to his meaning in the word un- 
mann'd) by having a recourſe to tears; 
which calisd for his handkerchief's 
aſſiſtance; and, finding he could no 
longer conceal his grief, he threw himſelf 
into a chair, in the Temoteſt corner of the 
room, confounded and aſhamed. 


While poor Cleone, from obſerving 
bim, and being equally herſelf affected, 
far almoſt "Hike 4 ſtatue. Ty 

When, in that minute, plotello, with 
Almira, entered the apartment ; the latter 

running 


A710 
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running to her, with a face of ſmiling 
joy, and arms, extended to embrace her, 
crying out, in Fabre accents, My 
dear, dear, ſiſter] come to my arms! for 
heaven has now, indeed, been kind to us 
in alt our wiſhes ! She then emhraced het 
in the wafmeſt n manner; while Cleane. 
now bewildered with a certain grief, and 
an uncertain joy, remained quite ſilent 
and 1 5 Almira almoſt ſmother'd 
her with kiſſes for ſome time: and, her 


particular attachment to her, had pre- 


vented her, at firſt, ſeeing Samander. 


But, Florello, on his entering the 
room, perceived him; and, with an 
equal extaſy ſaluted him, as the other 
did Cleone; ſhaking his hands as hear- 
tily, as tho', indeed, he meant to rob 
him of them, and called him brother 
faying, My deareſt friend, thou art 
come, in the moſt happy. hour, to crown 
and ſhare, I hope, our happineſs! | 


Samander looked ſurprized! and, 
after a check'd ſigh, deſired to know, 
what Joy, of theirs it was, that he could 


poſſibly 
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ng eoſibly be more a ſharer in, than by 
er, che plealüre, he well knew, their blils 
ly alt ever give Rim as a friend. i | 


us | Florells cold him, he Foutd leave 
er that doubt to be relolved by her on 
e, whom it wholly now depended, he be- 
nd lieved, {pointing to Cleone) to whom 
nt he then gave a {mall packet he had in 
4 bis hand; telling her, ſhe was the perſon 
er into whole car it mult be firſt intruſted; 
e- but he ſhould inſiſt upon her promiſe 
that his friend Samander might be in- 
tormed of the contents, when ſhe had 


ne read them ; for he muſt be a party now 
al concerned, or ſhe would greatly damp 
er beit happineſs © 
1 

b She took it trembling with amaze- 
| ment, and- peruſed it inſtantly ; but 
t ſeemed much moved at what ſhe read; 

n changed colour frequently, and wept ; 


chen, having finiſhed it, replied, in a low 
melancholy voice, The' there is one un- 


d, happy circumſtance I mult regret thro? 
7 lie, in this ſutprizing piece of news, 
d which is e in this dear paper, as 
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is ſo ballanced here, (taking Almirg' 
hand) in making me thus bliſsfully allied 
where I moſt wiſhed J had been, that! 
am almoſt reconciled already to my fate 
in knowing of i. 
There, take it, ſir, ſne cried, (carrying 
it to Samander) and tell me, if you 
ſhould be happy in my place, from 
ſeeing thoſe contents ? But then a ſhower 
of ſilent tears convinced them, ſhe was 
not indeed compleatly ſo. They were 
as follows : 


My dear Cleone, . 
| CHA M E and remorſe, joined with 


ſome prudent intereſted morives, 
have, thro' life, deprived me of the 
pleaſure I ſhould otherwiſe have had in 
owning thee as my dear daughter ! tho' 
I have had the ſight and comfort of thee 
notwithſtanding ; and can reflect, with 
ſatisfaction, that I have done a parent's 
part by thee ; and will do it more fo at 
my death, (as when you read this you 
= wi 


nira's 
allied 
that! 
7 fate 
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Fault eee ail. aal 
i wn} d“ woe woch ic my un. 
forcunate  dilgrace ! (much tore than 
kite, or Iich, vert born "th, and of, 
Leclock) for Juſtice is a duty, above all 
other poor conſiderations, in penſable. 


* 0 4*% 1. 


Know t zen, my dear- loved child, that 
thou art, in truth, to call Almira ſiſter, 
me, alas! (in only memory) thy father; 
tho two different, but equally-deſerving 
women, were your mothers. 


« Yours, before heaven ! I was con- 
tracted to, in the moſt ſolemn, ſecret 
manner, while a minor. But, as 1t was 
a marriage that would not ſtand good 
in law, if we had dared to prove it, 
which our apprehenſion of ſome rela- 
tions cruel rigour and reſentment (whom 
her juſt ſenſe of duty, no leſs loved than 
feared) deterred' us from attempting till 
it was too late, I ever have concealed it. 
For the two only witneſſes we had, who 
were both friends of mine, (and one of 
them a ſtudent of a college, but not then 


* a © | 
in holy orders, who married us) ſoon 


: 


after diet. 
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* Thus, youthful ardour, and he: 


* 


. parents capr icious diſapprobation of our 


at firſt-agreed-to nuptials, (they having 


4 
: 


found a wealthier huſband, for her) in 


one unhappy 
\ reaſon and 


hour, ſo far betrayed my 
iſcretion, that I took pol- 


ſeſſion of thoſe charms (too ſoon) which 


I now looked on as made ſufficiently 
my own. | 


“ Yet, tho' her more than merited 
regard for me, had ſo far aided my un- 
weighed deſires, when once reflection 
came to ſhew her to herſelf in the new 
gloomy light this had occaſioned, nei- 
ther her then conſenting, tho' angry and 
indeed rigourouſly unkind parents, nor 
my molt warm intreaties, could prevail 
with her to marry me more legally. 


And, when I urged her on that 
ſubject, ſhe, would ever after anſwer me 
to this effect: aut 


No, no, my dear Bellario | they 
were plealcd to ſay, I was too good for 
114 3 | pj 1 F N vou, 
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you, ſome time ago, you well remem- 


"ber; then, what inference muſt be drawn 
from theit conſenting now? ſuch as my 
ſoul can never ſtoop to ſuffer! Truth 


tells me, (tho alas ! the ſad reverſe of 


wat their ſtern partiality had ſaid) I 


was never good enough; but am much 


leſs worthy, now, by "this great breach 


of duty !— 


« Nor ſhall I long, I find, out-live 
the ſhock of its diſcovery ! and you, 
alas ! would neither find, or need I hope, 
a friend in thoſe I leave. — 


* But I, perhaps, had been too happy 


here, had it been otherwiſe ; and we may 
meet again, where all our joys are 


perfect.— 


* can die ſatisfied, ſo far, in know- 
ing I am your wife; tho' a leſs happy 
one than I had been, would others have 
thought like you. — 


« VO only fault, exceſs of love 


aſſiſted by the eaknets and ſeverity of 


12 kindred) 
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kindred) has occaſioned ! yet my mind, 
alas! will never be itſelf again; ſo 


deeply has their: harſh, tho! Ga. eta 


ment, wounded me. 
310. 1 111% ” N 730 


18 Nor Md ſhe ever aYernome: the 


melancholy that had ferzed! her, and 
Which, it was thought, alone, brought : 
on her death; for, in a ſhort time after 
thou wert born, ſhe died; in a remote 


retreat, to which I had ſome months 
before (when ſhe was found far gone 
with child conducted her, when her pa- 
rents ordered her to quit their nowle and 
fight. 


Nor did we, ever after, fee thoſe 
unforgiving friends; who, tho' they had, 
at laſt, agreed that I might marry her, 
declared in the moſt bitter terms, at 
the fame time, that neither me, nor 
mine, ſhould ever have of them one 
ſhilling : and they left all their for- 
tune to or JE nde ho! is ſtil] 
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A! um VII 1 Io x 0 
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Ain An 2 


0 [leave thee this ra Fg bow ſad 


detail, (Which many fathers would, I 


know, have choſen to have ever hid 
from thee) becauſe J lee, with pleaſure, 
that thou art of a diſpoſition capable of 


turning it henceforward to thy own ad- 


vantage, in a world where thou wilt find 


leſs honourable ſtories frequently; that 


it may double- arm thy natural good ſenſe 


and virtue, againſt all attacks which 
can imprudently be made againſt them. 


But thou art happier than thy mo- 
ther, my dear Parthenia, was. 


A truly tender parent, is the great- 
eſt bleſſing! but thou, in being left 
without one, may'ſt, thro' thy own dil- 
cretion, prove more happy than thoſe 
are, often, who muſt be gere, "_ a 
bad, or rigid one. 


But let me give has my Cleone, 
one inſtruction, as a neceſſary caution : 
Let not the love of any man, thro' 
courtſhip, ſeduce thee into making any 


13 too 
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too ſacred proteſtations ! yet, ſhould thou 
ever be ſo indiſcreetly influenced, let nei- 


ther titles, wealth, or any powerful per- 
ſwaſion whatever, biss the ro rtl ſuch | 


ba wry obligation! 


11593 


"$$ 1 was {0 juſtly true to ahi ill-fated 


G thro! Which alone it was, thy mo- 
ther yielded to my importunities of 
paſſion and impatience, that had ſhe 
lived unmarried, I would never have 
wedded any other woman. Of which 
truth I gave ſufficient proof, while I ad- 
dreſſed her, n of ny” intereſted 


view. 


« For then it was, that firſt Almira's 
worthy mother was propoſed to me, 
whom I then refuſed ; tho' the advan- 
tage of a handſome fortune, joined to 
each amiable attraction of mind and per- 
fon, were _ on her ſide; — 


Tres er, Altimira had ſo partial 
a regard for me, that ſhe could eaſily 
forgive. it: and I convinced her after- 
9 by many years we ſpent in __ 
5 tua 
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tual; love, that no diſlike! of her occa- 
ſioned ae refuſal. 501 


194] DUTTON O 


$6 Her. Sits is, — WAY thy! 
er's; (and thy mother's ſhe was de- 


rived of, nor could it ever have been 
demanded for thee, had I let thy birth 
be known to mw of her family; which 
[ would 10 


But, as you both are equally my 
dear- loved children, I have, between 
you, juſtly divided my acquired eſtate; 
and to the half of that aforeſaid fortune, 
theſe bonds, herein incloſed, amounting 
to ten thouſand pounds, entitle you. 


„Live ſtill in the ſame happy love 
and harmony together, (till you marry) 


as you have ever done, ſince firſt you 


ſaw each other. For my perceiving that, 
has greatly mitigated my oft; felt afflicti - 
on when I looked upon thee ! as thy 
every look and feature brought Par- 
thenia to my mind e with fad 
remorſe. 
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(186, This: knowledge eee alli: 


ance, will, I am ſure, increaſe yaurkay, 


love for one another, when 1 ſhall have : 


an earth no qenſr of joy l it, 
who. am: pen. | QI Sum! 
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2 A5 8. War the it b for thy 
unhappy, but dear mother's Che. 
—beneath the cypher is her hair.” 


Samander, having read, this letter, 
threw it down, unknowing what he did, 
for, ſeeing Cleone ſilently ſit weeping, he 
ran to her, and hugged her rather chan 
ſaluted her, crying, Be happy! Would 
I not be happy, diaſt thou ſay, from 
theſe contents? Ves, ſurely! 
bids it ? If thou art not cruel t thyſelf 
and me, and all !—all ſhall be appy 
now, nor wait. a tedious age to be ſo nei- 
155 if thou art not unkind, I ſay, and 


 BRLIEARIO. | 
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not, indeed, the ſame Cleone. Some 


tears, I Den due and thou haſt 


eee i is 1 AMiw on 


1 wy SLY * 1440 5110 101 


He eee his friends; Florello 


and Almira, in the» fame fort of raptu- 
rous manner! wiſhing them joy of their 
ſweet ſiſter! Nor knew he, that he tram- 
pled over all the ſcattered papers; till 


Florello (ſtooping to take them up, told 


him, he was a pretty lover truly, to 
trample thus under his feet his miſtreſs's 
felicity! according to the worldly eſti- 
mation made of happineſs. 


But he, regardleſs of replying pro- 
perly to that, cried out, Where has this 
letter laid till now? Or have you all 


combined to hide it only from me, till 


this wondrous hour? — 


Bellario has been dead, you toll me, 


above a year; and is it probable that 
none of you ave ſeen it ull thus day? 


20) 111 


10 which 1 3 othavh it 
was both | probable and * (giving 


him 
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him briefly; an account, which was be. 
fore inſerted here, relating to Crudelia;) 
adding then, ta Cleone, Now you fee, 
my dear, IWas not ſo miſtaken, as you 
thought me, in fancying that my father 
gave her ſomething for you, more wor— 
thy of your acceptance than that 


ſhe gave you; when; ſhe found | had 


accidentally diſcovered by being in the 


room adjoining) that he had intruſted 


ſomething to her care for you. Un- 


happy woman! but, however, yet ſtill 
happy ſiſter! How has ſome guardian 
angel, thro' kind Providence, befriended 
you as well as me, indeed, and brought 
us ſafely thro* the hands of one, whoſe 
heart ſeemed too prolifick of injuſtice! — 


Alas! how little did our worthy fa- 


ther know her, tho? his ſiſter ; or he had 
leſs intruſted her, I am certain, 


dread to think, what muſt have been 
her motive for concealing this ſo long; 
and ſhe might ſtil] have done ſo undiſ- 
covered, as there was nothing in his will 


concerning you, or theſe: bleſt papers. 


& et 
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Yet all, we find, is ſafe, thank heaven! 
and ſhe, ar laſt, did juſtice: nor has 
taken any more than was her due, (four 


hundred pounds, left to be equally di- 


vided between herſelf and ſon ). 


#2 Oo 


pu now Gurriander cried, Pray let me 
chide a breach of truſt in thee, Florello, 


that I could never have ſuſpected. How 
couldſt thou really calling me thy 
friend) betray that letter of my father's, 


to the laſt eyes on earth I would have 


had it ſnewn to? 


Florello ſtarted at -this ſpeech, and 
ſeemed to think his joy had overturned 
his brain. He aſked him what he meant ? 
applying to both thoſe ladies to affer: 
his innocence ; adding, No, I affure you, 


my Samander: [ even refuſed the fight. 


of it to my Almira ; tho', both Cleone 
and ſhe, by the ſuperſeription, ſoon 
found out it came from you; they 


knowing well your hand, before I knew 


it, fir; -take that, for injuring my 


friendſhi.> thus! 1 chought thou hadit 


known me better. 


o 4 


Come, 


- 
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ly reconcile yu both; nof need 1 paſs, 


methinks, for any conjureſs. 


Come, crled Cleone, truck Thall-quick- 


Kron then, Nam no ſtfanger ro the 


letter, (as 1 juſt now informed you, ſir) 


afid yet, indeed, have never heard or feen 
one word of its contents. 


Thanks to my kindeſt fortune, for 
that welcome ſound ! (returned Saman- 
der)—Forgive my haſty cenſure, good 
Florello! It was, in truth, that lady's 
fault, (meaning Cleone) I never knew 
before that her too charming eyes (tho' 
I allow their power is great) poſſeſſed 
ſuch ſecond-fightedneſs, as I remember 


to have heard much ſpoken of in Scot- 
land. 


Well, fir, replied Florello, tho' you 
are not àa Roman-Catholick, ſome pe- 
nance I, think requiſite for this offence ; 
and, to inflict an eaſy one, now adviſe 
you to purſue,” immediately, this haſty 
pretty ſcheme of yours, this journey, 

©. rad which 


f RL MIRA. 125 
which you believed you was juſt going 
to take, either to prove your. patience, 


ot exerciſe your, horks, 1 pal which 
was it? 


ay Bus 1 „ * 
19115; ö 101 


That journey, fir, returned n 
Ml, be left 185 her deciſion, who un- 
ingly oblig 850 me to determine on 

nga 


1 ” 
Li 35 


Jes, ſhe indeed (tho innocently) was 


the only cauſe, you know; and now, rs 


her account and mine, I think, I ou 115 
o hold my reſolution; as I have har 


been deprived of proving the 1 8 5 
ot my diſintereſted eſtimation of her 


virtues ! ! 


—And then an inadvertent tear and 


bluſh of conſcious recollective ſhame, 
checked him from ſaying more. 


Well, fir, replied Cleone, hen i it now 
is. mine. to ſhew a father, (who is leſs 
deſerving oß Samander than I could 


wih he was, for you'll EXCL E me, as [ 
49 him), thay, if Cleonh, ever had a 


avourable 


ü 0 0»»0A T 5 
— 


—— a — 
2 „ 


126 Tne 'HISTORY 


' favourable thought of that Samander, 
his fortune wis excluded From it. Mine, 
if much worthier, I ſhould think it was 
ſtill too ſmall tor merit. Nor am 1 ; ig 
norant of thoſe generous ſentiments, for 
Wich, no doubt, you have ſuffered. — 
Brutus, I am ſure, (continued Cleone } 
Was at the bottom of your unexpette, 
expedition: however, be that as it will, 


if he ſhall ſtill adviſe it, I have no claim 1 


ſtrong as duty, I aſſure berg, to oppoſe it. 


Samander quickly forced her to de- 
cline this ſubject, for one more plcaſing 
to him; and then (we may believe) re- 
turned with happier expectations to his 
father: who, ſeeing Bellario's letter, 
which he had got her leave (tho' much 
againſt her will) to ſhew him, knowing 
that it would be abſolutely neceſſary, 
he ſoon changed his note to one more 
whimſical,” but full as natural. 


Samander had promiſed Florello to 
remember and inform him, {as he de- 


ſired him) when next he ſaw him, - 
a | a 
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all that paſt between them; which was 
0 {his &&&ct i from Brutus: 
| | dn Hl: | 
a i « « Why; ah egad, IL like pH girl! 
_ = Can, this be really, ſhe, you ſpoke. of, 
dam, the other day? 1 — not have 
my boy impoſed upon, methinks, for 
half her fortune; yet, this J know to be 
* Bellario's hand, indeed; and wrote much 
„ W i his way, of thinking, truly. Tho' 
6 e' faith, I like him better now than I ever 
„ W 4d in his life-time. He always ſeemed 
jo much a ſaint, one might have ſworn 
he was a ſort of ſinner. But, reſt his 
aſhes now; he was an honourable rogue 
however. Tho? it was a wicked trick, 
© to make the girl conſent to marry, any 
how, without permiſſion from her pa- 
rents; then thus, at laſt, to chooſe him- 
ſelf to tell it; ha! ha! ha! And yer 
tis pretty what he ſays about it too. 


Ek 


— No, no, it would be a pity the 
poor girl ſhould ſuffer for her father's 
or her mother's fault; for he, I know, 
was of a creditable tamily. | 


ay 


\ 
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— 'n Warrant her to be 4 girl of 
ſpirit, Sam for ſhe is half a baſtard, 
(as we call alli ſuch, you know, who are 
propagated without your proper, fair, 


aud legal conſecration) and they are very 


ſeldom dull companions 


2 © It was, I find, a chamber-wed- 
ding; and ſuch (tho' an archbiſhop 
ſhould officiate) now you muſt know, I 
never think legitimate. 


— Who Lea but thou mayſt 


fare the better, boy, for thy firſt baulk : 


thou haſt got the elder ſiſter ; tho* thy 


friend Floreilo, indeed, has catched, it 
ſeems, the elder fortune; that is not 
quite ſo well, I own. 


— However, ſhe is thine, (or may, 


at leaſt, be ſo) with all my heart, if you 
have both agreed upon this matter, as I. 


ſuppoſe you have; for I am likely to 
have, TI fee, fmall comfort of a fon, un- 
| leſs I take a daughter likewiſe. 
- 4 „ 5 gum 0 
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* But I ſhould chooſe, I think, to 
ſee her, Sam; for I can ſcarce remem- 
ber any more of her than her bare 
name; nor had I that, if it had been a 
common one: I recollect, it pleaſed my 
fancy much, when firſt I heard it. 


— * ] hope you have not told her 
(tho*) any thing I have faid ; for, as I 
ſaid before, I knew but very little of her 
and, ſince we fee ſhe is a match fit for 
thee, 'tis a bargain.” 


Such was the altered tone of worldly 
Brutus! And, it may be imagined, that 
the impatience of a lover, turned it to 
his beſt advantage; for he loſt no time 
in forwarding a journey full of more 
temptation, to him, than that he had be- 
fore determined on, in hopes (as he ac- 
knowledged afterwards} to ſoften his 
obdurate father to canſent to make him 
happy with Cleone. 


She, (as before has been inſinuated in 
the beginning of theſe ſheets) had al- 
Vol. II. RT ways 


ments of him, than did her Friend and 


ſiſter, co whom he firſt made his ad. 
dreſſes. Thô' it cannot poſitively be 


determined, whether Al mira might not 
have ſeen the int rinſic merit in him, like- 
: wiſe, thro all his imbibed folly, had his 
partiality for the other, then; in prefe- 
rence of herſelf, (which was Cleone's 


caſe) left obſervation mort at leiſure to 


approve him, unintimidated by the pru- 
dent apprehenſion of partiality. l 


Samander now, tho' he was maſter of 
a nearer proſpect towards his approach- 
ing happineſs, was ſtill compelled, 3 
little while, to practice in himſelf, part 
of that patience, which he had found it 
eaſter by much to preach. For, as Flo- 
rello and his ſpouſe were moving then to 
their own houſe ; till things were all 
adjuſted there, he could not influence 
his fair - one to appoint the happy morn- 
ing N 1 
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ways entertained more favourable ſenti. 


vt 
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20 800 4 
a * x,were. f ſcarcely erated, before 
frutus oy; 


4 Ant 2 2 3 
That mien Cleone and ber Giter 
happened to be both dreſſed, and juſt 
t. by going gut (being engaged by an 
apoittment) when they a-lighted;z which, 
damander ſeeing, was not ſo ſorry for 
13 he would certainly have been, in caſe 
ke had viſited, alone. He ſeemed indeed 
to glow with apprehenſion, from his 
knowledge of his father a painful cir- 
cumſtance ! but ſuch a one, as he has 
many ſharers in, no doubt; and he ſoon 


took an opportunity, civilly, to remind 


bim, that FRF mult not long detain the 
ladies. | 


Brutus's firſt addreſs, (that is-to 1 
after che uſual r were wer 
vas as follows, to Cleone : | 


« Faith, Madam, my ſon — * 
no bad * I have often heard it faid, 


Indeed, that the beſt ſheaf at harveſt 


K 2 | might 


on it, that he would ac 
Przpany; bus f to viſit herr 
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might be known to be intended for, cc 
choſen by, the parſon. But I beg par- 
don, (turning towards Almira) you'll 
excuſe me, madam ? We, country-gen- 
tlemen, who. never viſit London, are ſel- 
dom fit for counters : but you remem- 
ber me of old; however, G your 
n 0 


And chen, wing; ng diſcourſe to 


| poor Cleone, thus he NOOR , 


IR But, edu, Ions come, in fact, 
to aſk a favour or two of you, as you 
are ſoon, I find, to be my daughter; 
and, if I am not come too late, I think 
you wont refuſe me, as it is che firſt | 
ever aſked of you. 


— © Now, you muſt know, I have a 
great diflike to white; you maidens 
much, I know, affect it : I ſuppoſe, he- 
cauſe it repreſents. your innocence ! and 
yet, odſo, that neither cannot be the 
Cale, mezhinks : becauſe poor damicls, 
doing penance, to are us of their want 
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of that, you/know, do likewiſe always 
wear” it. eU 15 | 

—* Now; ab you may not, probably; 
150 yet beſpoke your wedding garb, I 
pray avoid that ſhadow of a colour. Let 
it be blue or red, I care not which: 
there is, in both of theſe, a good prog- 
noſtick! if we muſt look without, and 
not within a lady, for one. The firſt, it 
is faid, will never ſtain; that I approve 
the moſt, I muſt confeſs; and *tis, as 
one would fay; your love will never fade. 
But, as for red, or rather your pale pink 
think you call it, tho? at firſt tis pretty, 
and is ſometimes an a-propo ſtmilitude ! 
that will, in time, fly off a little, J aſſure 
you: but then it repreſents ſo charm- 
ingly the maiden's bluſh, that I was 
ever fond of it. 


— * therefore beg, thee may be, 
In your bridal dreſs, no white; except, 
at moſt, a ribband or a pair of gloves; 


yes, yes, I had forgot, I meant above 
the under petticoat. 


K 3 — Tou 


me Th 2 {HIST OKY 

BY 21903 u 9vY01g 03 zg - i 
— * „Tb muſt excuf-:niy: Freedom, 
madar. You will wonder ut it lets, the 
more you ſee and know me: and, if you 
really love my boy, (and if you do not, 
pray now do: not have him) debate not 
very long about conſenting to his hap- 
pineſs; for fear he proves like man 
more of my poor black. legg d. chickens; 
who, being kept in coop too long, when 
they were ready for the table; pined and 
loſt all that fleſh again, which I had 
been at much expence and Ons care to 
* them.“ 


Cleone, during al this apaccountable 
diſcourſe to her, looked very much 
aſhamed; and made no anſwer. Bur, 
Samander, ſtill more confourided, cried, 
For goodnels ſake, fir, ſay no more of 
this; you make the lady bluſh! who is 
not you! ſo Well en wich et 
1 am. * iSi Heel 76 10 
avig! 261 «| io Subs 

Bluſh; ow 2% oo ladies hath 
replied he laughing abways love to 
ſee it. This wWas my way whenever [ 
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went a-courting, to prove if there was 


virtue ; and i0-yer never failed me, tho 
have kno vn ume people daugh at it. 
do i bas : om wort bns 99} voy worm 
I date vongratulate you now on 
your: good choice, upon: my own —4 
Nannen 03 gain 1927 1mods 25 
VAR Ail 29989010 1 f 91149 
; nod, 93 1 now! can her a fmile 
ſucteed-the bluſh, I know- you will for- 
w_ * I (to Cleone).- 


we wid, bit, that, had * more 
a ſtranger to him, than ſhe really was, 
ſhe could not then ſo well have anfwer'd 
for her doing fo : but, as ſhe was quite 
certain he had meant her no offence, 
none could: by her be _ on this 
account. 


2 added, chat they — of old, 
he loved to give a lady opportunity to 
prove, at leaſt, one chriſtian virtue, by 
thus offending ber; which ſhe could give 
one or tyd inſtanoes of; but would not 
then 3 and ſhe believed, ſhe:ſaid, he would 
mme yEW Vin es eln1 1 29} 

K 4 Saman- 
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211 105. 23 10 3 1101 1351. 1 
1 {16qmandat:taok that hint z land, jump⸗ 
ing up, 4 0m I am ſuro we ſhrall not 
he excuſed, if. we detain yam any longer, 
ladies. And then, turning towards his 
father, added, Come ſir, i e it w— 
pleaſe, I'II was upon you? ©! il! 


And ſo, a viſit, ftdabatalſigrtebl 
to all (but him who made it 40) con- 
cluded. Nor did they chuſe another 


from 42 ſooner than they were obliged 
to bear it, — 


And Cleone was not ſhagreened a 
little, ſhortly after, that he mult be, ſhe 
found, a party preſent at their nuptials. 


However, ſhe determined, wiſely, to 
make it eaſy to her; well- knowing, t that 
our beſt events, in life, muſt have ſome 
ſort of counter- ballance, to keep down 
the pride of mortals. 


But ſhe ſo little reliſhed Brutus for a 
father (tho leſs angry with him than 


ſne might have been, had.ſhe'been ſhewn 


that 
400 85 * 
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that letter, ſome of the contents of 
which ſhe-had:gueſicd ath that ſne poſt- 
poned her wedding, in Pite of all in- 
treaty, till Samander had ſettled all 
things to be ready for their journey to 
his living where they detetmined 800 
going the day ſucceeding it. 


She likewiſe inſiſted, that berwiedding 
might not be a public one; her ſtory, 
notwithſtanding her good fortune, ha- 


ving affected her with an alley of me- 


lancholy. "= 


When all was ready for their recep- 
tion in the country, as above, he would 
not reſt till he prevailed on her to a 
point the neareſt day he could perſuade 
her to, which was the ſame day [even- 
night, upon theſe conditions: 


- Firſt, that ſhe might be married 
where her ſifter was; and by that mi- 
niſter. 
1 1419 5311 1 
ad: nett, that the ſhould remain 
thre till'their departure; as above. 
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19 Which he>xonfencedt tod and wiſhed, 
— gnneSs did, tht: his father 
would oblige them by bis abſegce!zi-as 
d with ſome conette,, but no 
— he was greatly diſagree- 
able, both to Cleone, and her ſiſter. 
However, that was what his duty would 
„ N preroſe 1hnems? 


og fe 2 2e D. * af 1 tri 


” would often Jes chis rene; | 


tion break the bounds of decency, as 


well as delicacy ; which was, no Jeſs diſ- 
taſteful to his ſon. 111 | 


Yet, had not the 1 intended 
daughter forgot to oblige him in her 
dreis for ſhe appeared, upon the morn- 


ing of her aplels. in a xy · blue fawn 
n DOE D911. 


1 Her 3 ſne bad en 


with White and ſilver ribband; ofuch as. 


adorned. the Bruſſel's mob oſhe wore 


upon her head, and tied it babeath her 
chin, in the manner of a bridle. 


t 
— A double 


G  AUMIRA. 12g 


M double ſilver flounce ruffled her 
ſſeeves; and as ſhe Was genteel and 
amiable, with an exceeding fair come 
plexion, this dreſs, indeed; ſeemed beit 
adapted, of all others, to ſet her beau 
ties Off. } 03 (16G ds 
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Samander's happy morning was now 


come, and the intended gueſts all ready : 
who were no more than young Amin- 
tor, and Tereſa, with Florello, and his 
ſpouſe; for Fidelio, and Amanda, who 
were invited, ſent their excuſe; the lat- 
ter being indiſpoſed. : 
Cleone, at her ſiſter's wedding, had 
been engaged to promiſe, that thoſe two 
young folks ſhould be at hers, when ere 
ſhe married. They were, indeed, not 
an improper bride- man and maid, as 
they were intended for each other, if 
their more than common partiality, ob- 
ſerved om early infundy, mould fil 
remain the fame 150 079th 
Abiid 8 10 15nasm 950 a „nid 
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10 obey 2 and his father, came. 
Sa mander's Wau rell know, 
jußered no grrat addition to his apparel; 
therefore, Y need to fay but little on 
that ſubject. — 


6 . 510 
220 Only, that he took cart, on u lied 2 
gown, on the occaſion,/:as:Tich,” and 
buſtling as a biſhop's, to ſupply the 
want of bulk, that he was conſcious of, 
as neceſſary Pere to ef N true 
dügairy. 3 þ 


Nor did 5 want en aid his 
perion could receive, that was more 
tprightly, and agreeable, than hand- 
r trom a tes flowing perriwig 


But Brutus, wiſely for him- 


ſelf, notwithſtanding he had taken care 
to be arrayed in the beſt manner he 
could think of, and had beſtowed the 
broadeſt lacenef gold, to ornament the 
Waiſtcoat of bis: laſt new ſu of buft- 
colour, had een compelled to corne 
upon all fours that morning; and 


limped 


cn or BB Br 


ſs, r ALMI R A. 141 
limped oült of his coach, ſupported by 


a crutch, and cane, into the parlour ; 
being vifired;:quft chenoby*'a' return of 
an old ſtubborn gout,” Which had” ak- 
dended him, in frequent fits Send "ality 
n 4 deer 07 539 . | 

He hobbled into the firſt 29 * and 
puffed, and blowed for a few! moments, 
to recover breath and caſe ouſt”! to 
n i ©! 


» 


Then ec 1 cen looking 
8 Samander, and cried out, There! 
look, Sam! and never take thy father's 
word again, if that prove not a kind, 
obliging wife! There! read it; for *tis 
wrote upon that petticoat, or gown, 1 
know not which 'tis calPd. I'faith, ſhe 
is a charming, and good girl! and if 
thou doſt not ſpoil her, chou be 2 
happy fellow. 


Come e I would 
come tortheey bur as I move ſo ſlowly, 
will laofeitime; and now, you know; 
1 * e if how: wilt come 
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and kiſs me, mind ye me! I'll anſwer, 


bay ſhall pay thee NN for it; 
A Wees Vive! 22 8 cl 2 ; 


| der ſmiled 3 then Al went 
and led Cleone to him, aß one Whole 
teave” was "neceſary 3 and 70 in- 
N them 105 on they, in deed, muſt 


waſte. no riche., + ow Sauer 


waa). . 


PIP 1 


Therefore, ger coaches Being ready, | 
they proceeded” to the church, which 
they were ſituated very near; and as 
they went, Florello's and Almira's kind 
and chearful council aided Samander, to 
ſupport Cleone's finking ſpirits, 


When they were at the altar, Brutus, 
unwillingly, was forced to yield his 
place, and let her brother be her father; 
be ſtanding in full need. of both his 
bands käme If. 2 


Fos ſtill he Koc 600 near 
them; for while the miniſter was read- 


ing that part of the aweful ſgrvice, where 
it requires as tolloy M37 bib eck ash b 
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as ſtartled 2 one; but in n. particular 


the miniſter, who looked.” thar "inſtant, 
off his book, imagining, * doubt, ſome 
perſon had "Intended, though in a new 
manner,” to forbid the banns 3 and, till 
he diſcovered, by thoſe wry faces Bru- 
tus was {till making, what had been the 
cauſe, made a ſmall ſtop, ſome moments, 
in the holy ſervice. 


This accident threw. young Tereſa, 
and Amintor, into fo natural a propen- 
fity for Iaughing, that they could hard- 
ly keep it within proper bounds ; and 
every perſon preſent ſeemed, juſt then, 
diſpoſed that way, e poor Aru 
and the brid de, * 

Sie add 9988 at more, in 
* chan ſhe did juſt be 3 ; 
An 
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And even * bridegroom checked a 
riſing ſmile; then ſhook his head a Intle, 
and looked much confounded, | 


- While his — by a Er, pain- 
M ſmothered grunt, diſcovered how 
he wiſhed moſt heartily, tas over; for 


he was grown fo bad, that they, "ith 


no ſmall time and difficulty, got | him 
back into his coach, which having in it 
only Amintor and Tereſa, he had full 


room to throw himlelf on one whole 


fide of it. 


But he returned with ſpirits to de- 


termine, not to leave them that night, 
if it was poſſible for him to ſtay with 
prudence ; that is, without the fear of 
being a tedious viſiter. 


And, having greater intervals of eaſe, 
he ſeemed to be intending to pour forth 
a choice collection of ſuch wit, as he 
chought moſt adapted for the 7H 
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he was ſeated, he told 
m, that he ſhould obſerve 


ove of truth: ſee there, 


era eg, ve 


e y 
the brideg 
his ſp e 


24 „4 


5 8 


Ihe ſmiled, and 1 him, for ſo 
kindly remembering the ſpur, as well 
as bridle, that otherwiſe, ſhe ſaid, W 
have been till forgotten. 


Samander bluſhing) added, that he 
thought, as he had taken fo much notice 
of her dreſs, he ſhould have praiſed and 
remarked moſt that part of it wherein 
he had been, moſt obliged z tho' he re- 
membered it had not been loſt, he ſaid, 
upon him, when he firſt came in. How- 


ever, after this, it cannot be denied, I 


think, that you can, fir, the beſt of any, 
make a bride look blue on all her com- 


pany. 
Vol. II. 5 Brutus 


— wif nA nat 


—— SIS - 


— PEPE 2 ns , 
— 9 ———— oo 
— OD - — 


— Bon <ace 


2” GAA 
— _— 


146 Tue HISTORY 


xs u 0 20118 ˙1l tt 


pun.— 8 
But young A mintor, who had|liften'd 
and obſervd him with a viſible diſlike, 


afked him, in a low modeſt voice and 
manner, If he had recollected, when he 


choſe that colour for the lady, that when 
it was joined with OE" it was called 
the devil's mourning ? ? 
fOQL | 
The odd old 1 at So turn'd 
himſelf, cautiouſly, half round upon his 
ſeat, and ſquinted at him, with his eyes 
half turned upwards, (as tho* he wiſhed 
he had not left his ſpectacles behind 
him in his other coat, that he might 
view him better) and cried, Why, how 
now, young one, is it you? A pretty 
malepert one, truly! But boys, egad. in 
theſe days, peck at the old ones, while 
the ſhell, as we may ſays {till ſticks - 
on them. 179 VW nyort Tok orig 
to 1929} aid yo 7 vlonenz; 100 
old chou wert rae would ſend! 
thee to the bar.; :£ither>toofind} ſome 


Os I Y i more 


um was| much diverted by. this | 
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more aſſurance, or an excuſe. and op- 
portunity for uſing what thou haſt: Bot 
already. 


Florellon then replied; that all the 
merit muſt be his (meaning Brutus, 
whom he addreſſed himſelfnto hin caſe: 
Amintor-had-acquired ſuch 3 for he was 
reckoned modeſt; even to 3 if there 
was any fault very conſpicuous in him; 
and, if you doubt it, ſir, continued he, 
Nen now ou him. 


9 did 40, ads 8 loudly 
at the bluſn he had occaſioned on his 
cheeks, rephed, (looking firſt tho' up- 
on Terreſa, who ſat next to Amintor, 
and then again on him) Ay ! ay! and 
there I ſee ſo kind a ua el ag for 
him, that I'll be hanged if thoſe two 
pretty ſimpletons don t come en 


by and bye 


ot R 
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; while they both were I is to 
look extremely ſilly by this ſpeech of 
his, he was dompelled to look more ſo 


himſelf, and cry (at the concluſion af 
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another frightful O that laſted 
almoſt Mg A migute) Come, girls, 
< odfo, ladies T- meant to Tay) 1 hope 
Your Fond 15 not to be long in conung 
tor, if it 15, I muſt, I find, he, PI, with. 
Apr, Ws as Te [ grow ſo very bad, 


9110 91901 


$4: lotells' whiſpered then to 100 Almira, 
who went and gladly ha iſtened it, for 
they expected ſmall amendment of his 
manners from his pain's increaſe. And, 
when it was ready, he ſeemed to ſwear 
revenge upon his pain by eating, reſting 
only when obliged to, roar. 


But finding many diſhes there he nei- 
ther underſtood or reliſhed, he requeited 
of Florello, that, when ke came to the 
daptizing of his firſt - born ſon (for 
daughters he would never, anſwer for) 
there might be ſomething ſollider, than 
ſoops and minced meats, on his table. 
But, if it thould fall out at Chriſtmas, 
he would not, indeed, except againſt 
plumb- pies and pottage; adding, that 
hors a boy, he 2 hazed e k oth:s 
Ort Ce ali {6 NO} Of O01 VOY 9? 11. 


: 
o 


00 . 21, a, 


1 
1 
PF * 


rap ALMIRA. 149 


F N 1 1 
931, 18114 1 1 11 2111 | ' 


— 


le TY (well deren n that 
th dilute ſufficiently, is neceſſary for the 
aſſiſting, Properly, digeſtion) toſſed down 
the winde fo, faſt, that, for ſome time be- 
lore the ſecond courſe was taken off, he 
bowed moſt gratefully, full often, to the 
bountequs board, ch? neither of his 
eyes could” ſee it) and then fell gradually 
back, againſt his chair, in profound 
ſleep, tho? not a quiet, one ; for, had 
there been ſome mulic in his ſnoring, 


(as his mouth kept ſo much open) they 


might have thought he had been ſinging 
to celebrate the day. 


But his nap was of a ſhort duration; 
pain rouzed him quickly; and he then 
bawled out, (while he rubbed hard his 


eyes to open them) O, Sam! ſee if my 


rogues have dined. —Go, bid them put 
the horſes to ; I'll ſtay no longer with 
you when this bottle is out : for now, 
Le 1 hall ſpoil ſport, inſtead of 
making any. Ihall be beſt at my own 
habitarion: "Yet I am ſorry thus to 


leave you to, ſo ſoon; but J hall ſcarce. 
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9 note ag in” before a rd as my 
06r jades muſt only ge ntſy Cra along 


vith me, 5 J mall favs: my coach laid 
hold of, by ſome officious knave'or 
other). to find. out ur — of murder 
is doing in” ES pb 


E 
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And aig! ' they Abe il 861 n of 


him — 


And it was obſerved, that poor Sa- 
mander, when he returned from helping 
him into the coach, had hazarded rub- 
bing the ſkin off from his hands, (out 
of pure honeſt gratitude of heart that he 
was ſafely landed there) if, luckily, joy 
had not timely came to their relief, by 
ſending him, in the ſame minute, to 


employ them better in ns. his 
Cleone. 


Their ſmall aſſembly now ſeemed 
truly happy, and chearfully-agreeable 
diſcourſe took place, with ſeveral ſongs; 
which, as the bridegroom was extremely 
12 of ſinging, he had inſiſted ſhould 

ſung, to celebrate their 2 
ince 
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ſinee the A laid, hag, been obliged || 
in ee 1 9 Obe, as had | 

ele, or a dance, Abel i 

hem, n 80 4 vd to blog 
"Modes: TE firſt preſted to aa ll 
them, gave them the following ſong, 4 


by her. Florello's carneft, deſire': | | 1 
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' IJ} 


uu Urea ! tell mo: fi 
1s virtue dire, 
M bile oite arr aa oy, 
Proclevhts thy name n yeft 2" 


II. 


Or is thy empire all above, © 
Regardleſs of our fate? 

O! Tet us, mortals, ſhare thy love, © 
To bleſs our earthly flate! © 


III. 


Or, is the mind by miſery try'd, 
As gold is prov'd by fire? 

If ſo, let patience be our guide, 

Content our ſouls — 


da. nie 


IV. He, 
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IV; 

He, whw-ramurm' bis mid tb tithe, 
Shall in à cli be est) ͤ’ | 

He aan orvr it Jul dus. 
And: Weld the ſweeteſt ale 


V. 


While palaces unbleſt we ſee, 
Midſt all the pomp of art; 

Till patience and content agree 
To deck. the monarch's heart. 
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blot 19v9n enive 10t ad? - woy 
Samander emed mucho pleaſed, horh 
with1the::meamng; of the wards, and 
manner of dus ſiſter's ſinging them.— 
He told his bride, that if he had not 
got that ſong by heart, he ſhould inſiſt 
upon her Jearning it; for ſhe muſt ta- 
7 him by inging it © (pe 


65 She, r dd ** chan he hoped 
he had no bad deſign, concerning the 


trying too far that patience, which he 


began ſo ſoon to find it eee for 
her to learn the practice of. 


Come, come, ( returned F brd ) pray, 
good ſiſter, be not too ſharp upon him, 


on that ſubject. You know it is in my 


power to ſilence you, by telling him, 
before your face, that he has innocently 
brought that virtue in you to its trial be- 
fore now, tho' he knew nothing of it.— 
Ah, ah, Samander, there was meaning in 
the dream ybiponee: nnen us. 

— J. 01 olt: 10! 1 . 101 10 5 
Ju will not Jova: berlleſü know, 
when you are well aſſured ſhe did not 


att EY - hate 
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hate you then, for having never told 

kerhow youJoved her. Aud, therefare, 
48. it now I think, will make no breach 
in delicacyy" I, will give you Ou the 
interpretation of it Dnd- eid blos I 


Fr | 2 tg 
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He then proteeded DT. him * 


her fainting, upon ſeeing him led from 
the coach (as he expreſſed it) that day 
he had been overturned; Which need 
ee Dad 0. 
chmee ak Pray, hk go no 
further; you are out already; for 1 am 
ſure! it was the chariot. 

This maſh convincing hoes of her 
eftcem for him, ſeemed nat à little 10 
increaſe the joy of that fond bride- 


groom; tho' the bride was ſome what 


angry with her brother, for ſo ſoon be- 
ginning w teil tales. 

Zino CREW 3130 18s 

But then) Almira aud her, if the 
would not forgive Flor ello for it, ſhe 
could e Nee her Ard. 
?theragquangt, Dolf flow 275 17; 
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bells — have Bah ſilenx lichen, tal be 
Hôtiée, fte, Tädded the) bt [can f peak, 
you know, =, that ſubject, 4 the 
ame effect has, if you provoke 
1605 to ; of 896 VI kee 0 5195 ſectet till 

on give me leave to t -It, and may 


ot redden quite fo much; perhaps, at 
hearing of it. 


Tis mighty pretty, t y! (cried 
Clone) Na Fi mh SY quite ſix 
weeks ſinee you were married? I think 
*tis not. You are very. well improved 
conſidering ;' and you might even as 
well have ſpoke it all. T heſe kind, half- 
ſpeakers, are the moſt provoking of all 
tell-tales! for, while they ſeem to fa- 
vour you, by keeping back ſome trifling 
ſingle ſecret, they imply, ar , leaſt, a 
"a which 19750 never Were K 
o 


45 eee 
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Juſt des Kine (whs "ep lent, 
had long ſeemed to look 12 "Jiften with 
delight) was forced to take his leave, 
doubly concerned, as his mamma's in- 


diſpoſition 


= a 
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diſpoſition was the cauſe of it; which 
reaſon. only,, IH have prevented. that 
5 1e s being preſent, as, AP 
tad be Pet 1607 0 VIONA LOT 


This you 5 Fo y beloved, an 

by his t ON a and qui Ys, ee oe 
the reat affection be both 15 es 
for Fim. 1 | 


.  Terreſa,ſent the longeſt look the win- 
dow would. afford her, after him; and, 
drawing u up, likewiſe, a longer breath 
than uſual, told the bride, She thought, 
for her part, ſhe had nothing but bad 
luck ; that all her wedding: viſiters were 
fer forced to leave her fo, or keep 


away. 


This made them all laugh heartily ; 
ho fathom'd better than, perhaps, ſhe 
could herſelf, the depth from whence 
her whole concern aroſe : which ſhe, a 


Ae onſciguſly Fitage ran out 
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unexpedted? hajpineſs,” in the diſcovery 


that navghty.figh provectiver” 


£13 eg: 
ance, was founded on a worthy mother's 


rents; for that would have compleated 
her feliciry in finding ſuch a liter. 


That W and dutifal reflection, 
(returned Samander) is worthy, I allow, 
of my Cleone: but now, as thou haſt 


ind. And 
then 


laing ſeat 2 thy ſweet 


And now, ebe eds ert 15 ; 
hetprexulttig, at his Titieerelyfelr and 


of chis hridets alliance. But, CHeting her 
(at chat diſcourſe) lookidown, und hear- 
ing faint inadvertent gtr, he took 
her hand, and gently preſſing it, de- 
clared, he wWould be faded from whence ) 


'She told bim, it was; indeed, a due 
one; for it had ſprung from the reflec⸗ 
tion, that her joy, in ſuch a lov'd alli- 


ſorrow ! Nor could ſhe help regretting 
that the moſt ſolemn, ſacred tie, was not 
performed at church, between her pa- 


paid chat juſt, et amiablel debt of duty, 
jet other thoughts, as Mtake their 


7gFO A LiMIR;A. 159: 


then thou wilt applaud the motive of 
that noble ſpirits: cho: it led hes wrong, 
that could {0;»mach atone or former 
failure in hef; duty, wi enitence- and 
ſelfdenials of the offered hand again of 
him her ſoul i ſa much approved, upon 
ſuch genetous principles and find more 
reaſon to mend, and eyen be proud 
of ſuch a one, than of a mother, like 
too many, (mot eſteemed by the world. 
perhaps, than thine would be) who 
might have only thougnt on ſelf; and 
hurried, with even a baſe reluctant cool 
betrayer, (which indeed thy father was 
not) to the altar, in order to reſtore loſt 
honour, at the expence, or hazard, of 
future ed both ſides. 


Yes, my Cleone, think henceforth, 1 
without another ſigh, that poor Parthenia 
died a happy martyr (if not truly in the 
cauſe of virtue, yet a ſacrifice) to duty, and 
faithful to her vows! as wa Father. 
And great allowance muſt be Wade 
[ really thin When youthful hearts have 
ſo been lehaſtreyn as theirs both were. 


£907 To 
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if older heads, and ſuch as ſhould of 
couric be wiſer, point them out firſt the 
road in love, and want to call them 
back again, when they are gone too far 
to hear them. T 


gh | 1 7 T1 7 
1 wauld not ſay fo mal, F own, in 
every company, conſidering my function; 
nor before one of ſuch an age as young 
Terreſa; but, from my heart, I think, 
Parthenia's foul (tho' certainly it conde- 
ſcended in one incident too weakly) roſe 
nobly ever after. And ſome have had 
the honours of a ſaint, who might not 


more, for dutifulneſs and penitence, have 


merited that title; for ' ſhe died their 
martyr ! | 


Florello heartily concurred with his 
opinion: and Almira told her ſiſter, 
that ſhe now could ſee an innate reaſon, 
which before could never be fo well ac- 


counted for, why ſhe was always ſeized 


with a more, than . uſual melancholy, 
whenever any ſuch unhappy. moving 
Welles 


Cleone 


* 
8 A 


. 
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Cleone anſwered, that ſhe owned 


they always e 1 _ beyond 
—— _— a | 


To which Samanday Gaid, Who can 
account for that? but, I may add, in- 
deed, what mortal can ſufficiently ac- 


knowledge, or admire, the amazing 


depths oft nature, operating thro* the 


mighty influence of its vaſt origin, never 


to be enough adored ? ] have not im- 


pudence, or vanity, ſo great, to dare 


pretend I can attempt and execute that 
ſubject worthily ; tho? it is the moſt ex- 
tenſive of all other. 


But yet, I hope, my ſweet Cleone, 1 
ſhall not be found the moſt ungrateful 
amongſt mortals, for thoſe bleſſings I 


am allowed to be a ſharer in; and a 


good wife I'II rank, on earth, as greateſt 
of them all. | 


And thus they entertained their hours 
till ſupper ; and, after that was over, 
Almira, who was ſomewhat melancholy, 

Vol. II. — told 


— 
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told her brother, that ſhe deſired he 
would compoſe a treatiſe for her to read, 
{hot hear hit! preach) when they cane 
down'to! ſee them in the North, (as fooh 
they had agreed to do) it being a con- 
ſolation that he owed her, upon the 
following words, (not to be called a text, 
"E motto, 1 he | qu AN It OJ 3399401 


ou very whe give « uy 70 our lb, 


He chouphe a moment, and chen told 


her, he could not, truly, tecolle& thetn 
in the bible. 


To which ſhe ſmiling; a 8 No, 
indeed, they are not there; but you will 
find them in a poem, I am fond of, 
called Night- Thoughts, by Dr. Young. 
That line 1 always was particularly 
pleaſed with, tho' it is full of beauties 


thro' the whole work; and have imagin'd 


often, that it would make a good foun- 
dation for a fine diſcourſe, Both moral 
and religious, for the cloſet of the ad- 
mirers of ſerious contemplation.— 


Now, 


y PBTALMIRA 163. 


1 1b of} 3667 101d 7: 
3 lately having had a wich 
(we ever took to be a fr ruitleſs one) ſo 


wonderfully, gratified! for often has 


Cleone wiſhed, with me, v had been 
ſiſters; and, guſt When we have found 
that covered, - that dear alliance to be 
forced to ſeparate, alas l to ſuch. a diſ- 
tance. This, ſure, may furniſh one exam- 
ple of a million, which might otherwiſe, 
perhaps, be met with in this world, how 


much, juſt ſenſe is comprebanded'i in thoſe | 


eight ſhort words. 


I own it juſt, replied - Samander, and 


admire the line extremely, madam ; bur, 


if I promiſe to oblige you, as far as I 
am able, by making them the ſubject of 
ſuch a treatiſe, which might, no doubt, 

produce a very good one in ſome hands, 
it ſhall be but on one condition: That 
you permit no more of thoſe dull clouds 
of future parting recollections, pre- 
mature, to darken preſent happy ſup- 
ſhine, 10 751010 503 101 ELON 
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No, my Althita, (erke Flbtrlio) Abr. t 
you know that we are under mutual ar- 
ticles, to make, reciprocally, once a year, 
a viſit to each other, of at teat a month, 
if tis not your own faults? And all the 
intervenin 5 tipie will paſs away in plea- 
ſing expeCtation ! And, I aſſure you, ex- 
peckation is not ſo inſipid a delight, a8 
the impatient often think it. 


Tho' you, Samander, now I think 
again, do not deſerve that | ſhould take 
your part, for having thus reſolutely de- 
termined upon leaving us to-morrow, 
tho* it is more Cleone's fault, in fact, 
than yours. 


However, in revenge to both, Il 
pay you with an ugly . 


| —Phay, did you never, in JAN rural 
walks, obſerve a ſly and watchful kite 
ſkim round and round over, perhaps, an 

honeſt farmer's. yard, and fix his eyes 
upon a choſen . chicken, which he no 

ſooner makes his own, than up again 
e 


oor) AL MIRA. £95 


he ſwiftly riſes with it, and both are 
preſent Sf out. of ſight togerher ? 


An admirable ſimile indeed! returned 
Sarhander, laughing heartily ; and one 
for which/.I'll not forgive you, brother, 
unleſs you bribe me with that ſong you 


made upon your lady. You mult not, 


Fn expect to be excuſed, when ſhe 
has favoured, me. 


|, Florello,,told him, it was not very 
uſual for the poet to turn ballad-ſinger 
likewiſe; however, he would endeavour 
a oblige him. 


He then ſung the following words: 


Alas] what pain affecis my breaſt? 
What makes my eyes decline their reſt? 
My feweet Almira ! canſt thou tell ? 
> tet eyes too lovely, know: oe well. 


811194 19 
| Can beams, which: ſhed ſuch beau, fire, 
45 ae dhe, e ſoft K * 2 
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In all. bur love, * een 
By mbeting, oft afford fome eafe | 5 
But nothing can relieve my fumt, 

Le ill lov'd Almira ſhares the ane. 


M1 So LDL 1 $99.24 deſired 
to know, if this was wrote before he had 
wade his paſſion known to her? 


No, no, indeed, replied Florello, long 
* that; but when, alas !. it was a 
-hopeleſs one! as, by the wildneſs of the 
ſenſe, you may perceive. 
He then, at his requeſt, related to him 
what had occaſioned him to be an exile 
from her favour; which has 88 a 
een related. INL v . (WS ITC 


BW 5011 
wg W . — ad- 
wiring the generous and ſpirited, huma- 
nity, as _ he, xpreſſec e the kind 
emale phyſician) we have eth, 1 
a 
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had ma ny briars to paſs thro”, before 
we gained poſſeſſion of our fair roſes? 
But it wWas quite right: now, all is over, 
we may own it willingly, ſeldom can 
any one before. Life's difficulties, like 


a rugged road, make us rereiye a double 
pleaſure p< we find a ſmooth WET 


t, WY) IQ \ ' 
Yet, were we always to have fmooth 


nes, it is probable we might, ere long, 
grow weary: of them; and ſleep, thro' 
indolence, pon our Jute. 


Not that I think ſleep is a 6 to 


be deſpiſed by mortals, I aſſure you, it 


we indulge it not immoderately. Nor 
ſhould good” hours, likewiſe, ever be 
thus overlooked, tho' in good company; 
0 health forbids it. 


You muſt excuſe the liberty I le I 
am, you know, both ſpouſe and paſtor : 
therefore, away, my {weet Cleone ! you 
muſt lead the way, I fee, to night; or 
we may ſit here, talking, till the lark 
bids us 8 
Ky bat t 


chariot is come. 1 


Ben 
eng 


morrow, or TR 9 tell 
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18 friends, you know, ſhonld alter 
lead us out, (tho* ſome, ſo called, per- 
aps, may oyiſhoous:gone)rands: if I {leep 
oo long . to make amentis for! this late 
iitting val Flore llo will be ore to laugh 
me, for ſetting a en he Of —_— 
378 10 8 5599 OL 19113161 


I is 


x Og Cd 1 we muſtifer b * quite 
> for my father's ; or, take my word 
for it, ſome tattling nave, -will-ſend the 
rams to lam ay Patt en 
l Come, Le, my "Bl Chad. £0 
I meant to ſay, If thou ſtay'ſt many 
minutes longer, I'll treat thee like a 
Turkiſh lady; and, fancying that I am 
the grand ſeignor, ſeek firſt my couch of 
*T Wee ad in err . gon 

ee. z 


Then you ſhall only wait of courſe 
en the bride) till I am a _ 
before I'll. condeſcend to follow yo 
However for the omen's ſake, Ten — 
hegin with diſabedience to yeu, if you 

— ob rin E niluog will 
1A | 
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will ſet me an r 1 firſt; as 
follows :0 ol WON 1 Düsen 0 
-15q belle ot no ONT) % 2U Devi 
Tou nb muſt promiſe me, to bring 
me back tothe fame place you take me 
trom, if you ſhould be obliged (much 
longer than is now intended) to poſtpone 
your further journey, either by your fa- 
ther's indiſpoſition or perſwaſion. A day 
r D 1 will not mind; Ui es. I 
1 beBub 0 ſaid Sangagcer (inter- 
rupting her) you ſhall not ſtay. And 
now confirm the article yourſelf, or I 
am free remember. 


Minas üer, cried Almira, he begins, 
J think, to threaten. I like not fuch 
examples; they may be dangerous for 


ought 1 know. We muſt be gone, I ſee, 
or more of this may follow, 


Terreſa then ran to the bride, and 
took her hand, ſaying; in a half-whiſper, 
I chought allcfolks, when they were mar- 
ried, Werd to obey their huſbands,” as 
they promiſed at the church; I am fre 
my coulin Almira does.— 


At 
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At this Cleone ſmiled, and roſe, and 
ſüftered her e 1 Her apart. 
me ent, whi Ne r ſiſter led che way) 


Welte e in fiſted ur e ee 9 and 
e right * 25 And wait wi. 
E brd de her FA wag chamber- 
ad, 850 0 4 tende d, ſtan * at a pro- 
per tance the evtl th ſhe held) 
Eclaring, g one ad not be wick Rs 
ſe for all the World. rac 
2ll And, g lle bad aka ok 
much care and n many ſimpers, her plea- 
+ ſing taſk, (for it was a new one) and 
waited on the bride to bed, ſhe ſtoop'd, 
and, in great haſte and joy, picked u 
rhe ſcatterred pins, which the had ju 
efore thrown, one by one, over Cleone's 
ead ; and, laughing at her prize, ran 
then away to bed herſelf.” 


Alm mira, Having took het leave, and 
kiſſed her "ner." Went dow? Fiet rs; and 
then ſhe, At 6d Figrello, they ved the bride- 


. Dag (his Tha e Yi gold 512 they 
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ng The ri ted drums, tgok re to rise 
che Gr{t, zac ſhe was 250 1 
for. 57505 15 extremely PR „ by 


deſire e to call bo, brother 
ſiſter v W ſhe was dreffi ing, leſt, the 
ſhould eep too long: having ever ha 
a more t 2 common dillike to all that 
mercenary ſort of uproar, in the ſhap 
and ſound of joy ; which ſeldom fails 

pay its compliments, on bock OCCa- 
doe to . R k 


2 


|| 
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And now, alas! the ſun-ſhine of her 
pet was to be over-caſt, a little 
while, to give due place to a ſoft ſhower 
of parting, tears; whoſe felt reciprocal 
effect, Almira proved, # 

Nor, could. the tendereſt perſwaſions 
of their oh bl 905 buſbands;. prove 1055 
tual; tho! ih both made uſe of argu: 
ments fou 8 


duty. on, wi 
and philoſop 75 ; an love A; [that ofte ten 
too powerful for them all. 
But 


| 
| 
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But mam expectation is a very 
miſer; eazer of more and more felicity . 
yet * e to relinquiſh, or even 


lend the ſmalleſt part of it. 


Theſe tender ſiſters, believing it would 
be long before they could, in perſon, en- 
tertain each other with pleaſing verbal 
converſation; now, While they had the 
opportunity, were Glent and ſeldom 
more than, now and then, a kind intelli- 
gible job, ſaluted one another till they 
pared, But then it ſuffered utterance to 
both, like inſpiration, in that inſtant the 
chariot drove away; who laid, or ſeem'd 
to meaa to ſay, (in broken accents) Fare- 
well! do let me ſee you once again, if 

oſſible. I charge you write to me, and 
very often! (from both in the fame 
moment,. 


